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Khaleda Zia, first woman PM
of Bangladesh and the main

rival of Hasina, is no more
ecs ]

Associated Press
DHAKA

Former Bangladeshi Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia,
whose rivalry with the de-
posed Premier Sheikh Ha-
sina defined the country’s
politics for a generation,
died on Tuesday, her Ban-
gladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) said in a statement.
She was 80.

Ms. Zia was the first wo-
man elected Prime Minis-
ter of Bangladesh.

Bangladesh’s interim go-
vernment announced a
three-day mourning fol-
lowing her death. A gener-
al holiday was announced
for Wednesday when Ms.
Zia’s funeral prayers are
scheduled to be held in
front of the country’s na-
tional Parliament building
in Dhaka. Ms. Zia will be
buried with full state ho-
nours beside her husband,
former President General
Ziaur Rahman, the interim
government said.

Bangladesh’s interim
leader Muhammad Yunus
issued a statement on
Tuesday citing Ms. Zia’s
contributions to the coun-
try. “Her role in the strug-
gle to establish democracy,
a multi-party political cul-
ture, and the rights of the
people in Bangladesh will
be remembered forever,”
Mr. Yunus said.

KHALEDA ZIA (1945-2025)

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi offered condo-
lences in a statement, not-
ing that “as the first
woman Prime Minister of
Bangladesh, her important
contributions toward the
development of Bangla-
desh, as well as India-Ban-
gladesh relations, will al-
ways be remembered.”

Irreparable loss: Hasina
Ms. Hasina issued a state-
ment from exile in India,
where she has been staying
since her ouster in August
2024, saying Ms. Zia’s
death was “an irreparable
loss” for politics in Bangla-
desh and recalled her con-
tributions in establishing
the nation’s democracy.
Ms. Zia was sentenced
to 17 years in jail in two
separate corruption cases
for misuse of power in em-
bezzling funds meant for a

charity named after her
late husband. Her party
had said the charges were
politically motivated to
weaken the Opposition,
but the Hasina government
said it did not interfere and
the case was a matter for
the courts.

Bangladesh’s Supreme
Court, in January this year,
acquitted Ms. Zia in the last
corruption case against
her, which would have let
her run in the general elec-
tion in February 2026.

The BNP said that after
she was released from pri-
son due to illness in 2020,
her family sought permis-
sion for treatment abroad
at least 18 times from Ms.
Hasina’s administration,
but the requests were
rejected.
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. Ms. Zia was the first
woman elected Prime Minister of
Bangladesh.

o “Her role in the struggle to
establish democracy, a multi-
party political culture, and the
rights of the people in
Bangladesh will be remembered
forever,” Mr. Yunus said.

. Ms. Hasina issued a
statement from exile in India,
where she has been staying since
her ouster in August 2024, saying
Ms. Zia’s death was “an
irreparable loss” for politics in
Bangladesh and recalled her
contributions in establishing the
nation’s democracy.

. The BNP said that after she
was released from prison due to
iliness in 2020, her family sought
permission for treatment abroad at
least 18 times from Ms. Hasina’s
administration, but the requests
were rejected.
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Questions and An..s)uers to the previous
day’s daily quiz: 1. Where did the summit
between Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin
take place? Ans: Anchorage, Alaska

2. The Prime Minister of this Western
European country resigned after less than
a month in office, only to be reinstated.
Ans: France

3. The Preah Vihear Temple remains a
point of contention between which two
Southeast Asian countries. Ans:
Cambodia and Thailand

4. Where did the mass shooting attack on
tourists occur that led to a military
escalation between India and Pakistan?
Ans: Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir

5. Which African city hosted this year's G20
Summit? Ans: Johannesburg, South
Africa

6. Which country enforced the world's first
social media ban for children under 167
Ans: Australia

7. Where was the year's deadliest
earthquake recorded? Ans: Sagaing

Cultural and Civilisational Significance

QuIZ

Where did the summit between Donald
Trump and Viadimir Putin take place?

° Anchorage, Alaska.

The Preah Vihear Temple Dispute —
Cambodia and Thailand

. The Preah Vihear Temple remains a point of
contention between Cambodia and Thailand.

¢ An ancient Hindu temple complex dedicated to
Lord Shiva

e  Constructed between the 9th and 12th centuries
CE

. Built during the Khmer Empire

. Located atop a cliff in the Dangrék Mountains

e  Architecturally aligned along a north—south axis,
which is distinctive in Khmer architecture

¢ One of the most important Khmer heritage sites
o A symbol of Cambodia’s historical identity and sovereignty
e Represents advanced Khmer engineering, art, and religious traditions

e Situated very close to the Cambodia-Thailand border

e During 1904-1907, border demarcation was carried out between French-controlled

Cambodia and Siam (Thailand)

o A 1907 map prepared by French authorities placed the temple in Cambodian territory
e Thailand later disputed the legal validity of this map

International Court of Justice (ICJ) Ruling

e 1962: The International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled that:
o Sovereignty over the Preah Vihear Temple belongs to Cambodia
e Thailand accepted the judgment regarding the temple but disagreed over nearby

surrounding land

2008: Preah Vihear was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site under Cambodia
Thailand objected to the listing, arguing it could prejudice unresolved boundary claims

Where did the mass shooting attack on tourists occur that led to a military
escalation between India and Pakistan?

¢ Location: Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

e Pahalgam is a hill town and prominent tourist destination in the Anantnag district of
Jammu and Kashmir.

e |tis located along the Lidder River and lies at an altitude of around 2,200 metres above sea
level.

e The town serves as a major base camp for the annual Amarnath Yatra.

o Known for its meadows, trekking routes, alpine scenery, and river valleys, Pahalgam has
long been associated with tourism-driven livelihoods.

Which African city hosted this year’s G20 Summit? — Johannesburg, South
Africa

e Host City: Johannesburg
e Country: South Africa

e The Group of Twenty (G20) is a forum of the world’s major economies.
e |t comprises 19 countries and the European Union.
e The forum addresses:

o Global economic stability

o Development finance

o Climate action

o Reforms of global governance institutions

Why the G20 Matters

o The Leaders’ Summit is the highest decision-making platform of the G20.
e |t shapes international coordination on:

o Growth and recovery

o Debt relief for developing countries

o Climate finance

o Multilateral cooperation

e South Africa is the only African country that is a permanent member of the G20.

Which country enforced the world’s first social media ban for children under
16?7 — Australia

e Country: Australia
e Australia enforced the world’s first nationwide social media ban for children under the
age of 16.

o The law shifts the legal responsibility to social media companies, not to children or
parents.

Where was the year’s deadliest earthquake recorded? — Sagaing (Myanmar)
e Location: Sagaing, Myanmar
e Sagaing is a region and city in north-central Myanmar.

o ltlies west of the Irrawaddy River, opposite Mandalay.
o The area is significant due to population concentration and links to central Myanmar.

Seismic Importance

e Sagaing lies along the Sagaing Fault, one of the most active tectonic faults in Southeast
Asia.
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o The fault marks interaction between the Indian Plate and the Sunda Plate.
e This makes the region highly prone to strong, shallow earthquakes.

UN Security Council support for autonomy plan in Western Sahara — Morocco

e Sovereignty: Morocco

e Western Sahara is a disputed territory in North-West Africa.
e ltis bordered by:
o Morocco to the north
o Algeria to the northeast
o Mauritania to the east and south
o Atlantic Ocean to the west
e The territory was formerly known as Spanish Sahara, a Spanish colony until 1975.

e Morocco asserted sovereignty over the territory.
e The Polisario Front, backed primarily by Algeria, demanded independence.

e The Polisario Front proclaimed the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR).
e An armed conflict followed between Morocco and the Polisario Front.
e A UN-brokered ceasefire in 1991 halted large-scale fighting.

MINURSO

e The UN established the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara
(MINURSO) in 1991.
e Mandate:
o Monitor the ceasefire
o Facilitate a referendum on self-determination
e The referendum has not taken place due to disputes over voter eligibility and political
disagreements.

Morocco’s Autonomy Plan

e Proposed by Morocco in 2007.
o Offers substantial autonomy to Western Sahara:
o Elected local legislature
o Autonomous executive and judicial institutions
o Defence, foreign policy, currency, and national sovereignty remain with Morocco.
¢ Western Sahara would function as a self-governing region under Moroccan sovereignty.

The 2025 Nobel Peace Prize winner was from this South American country —
Venezuela

e Country: Venezuela

o The Nobel Peace Prize is one of the original Nobel Prizes instituted by Alfred Nobel.
e |tis awarded annually by the Norwegian Nobel Committee.
e The prize recognises outstanding contributions to:

o Peacebuilding

o Conflict resolution

o Human rights protection

o Promotion of democracy and non-violence
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e Unlike other Nobel Prizes awarded in Sweden, the Peace Prize is awarded in Oslo,
Norway.

GS Paper 1: History,

TOPICS COVERED | 31 December 2025

1.

Spiritual life and social life cannot be separated, says Vice-President
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Pilgrims flow picks up as Sabarimala temple opens for Makaravilakku
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Shared celebration

N Ve -

All are welcome: Women perform the traditional folk dance Kolattam during a procession to celebrate Vaikunta Ekadashi near the
Charminar in Hyderabad on Tuesday. PTI

All are welcome: Women perform the traditional folk dance Kolattam during a procession
to celebrate Vaikunta Ekadashi near the Charminar in Hyderabad on Tuesday

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 D
Website : patrioticias.in P

Page6



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Spiritual life and social life cannot
be separated, says Vice-President

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Sivagiri pilgrimage
teaches us the powerful
truth that spiritual life and
social life cannot be sepa-
rated, Vice-President C.P.
Radhakrishnan said. He
was speaking after inaugu-
rating the 93rd Sivagiri pil-
grimage at Sivagiri Mad-
hom at Varkala in
Thiruvananthapuram on
Tuesday.

“If any faith does not
uplift society, then it re-
mains incomplete. Faith
can heal society. Here spir-
ituality is not isolated from
the world, but it is integrat-
ed with the world. Faith
when guided by reasoning
and compassion becomes
a force for social unity and
collective growth. Institu-
tions inspired by Sree Na-
rayana Guru have a vital
responsibility to guide the

Vice-President C.P. Radhakrishnan pays homage at the samadhi of
Sree Narayana Guru at the Sivagiri Madhom on Tuesday. ANI

youth, foster harmony, re-
sist extremism and streng-
then the nation,” he said.

‘Greatest contributions’
He said Sree Narayana Gu-
ru and Adi Sankara were
the greatest contributions
of Kerala to Indian society.
“If there was no Sankara-
charya, India could not
have been as united as it is

today. If there was no Na-
rayana Guru, there would
be no reformation and no
Sanatana Dharma in Kera-
la. Guru neither provoked
nor divided society; he
transformed it,” he said.
Mr. Radhakrishnan said
when Narayana Guru con-
ceived the pilgrimage, he
did not imagine mere ri-
tuals or traditions, but

about awakening the peo-
ple. “He wanted to awaken
through education, cleanli-
ness, better organisation,
skill training and building
self-respect. It is a pilgrim-
age for the comprehensive
betterment of man, which
is a perfect blend of spiri-
tual seeking and economic
and social progress. The Si-
vagiri pilgrimage, in which
people of all religions and
castes take part, is a living
example of harmony,” he
said.

Mr. Radhakrishnan said
that through the Union go-
vernment’s Pilgrimage Re-
juvenation And Spiritual
Augmentation Drive (PRA-
SAD) scheme, pilgrimage
sites were being upgraded.

Shashi Tharoor’s latest
book, The Sage Who Rei-
magined Hinduism: The
Life, Lessons, & Legacy of
Sree Narayana Guru, was
released at the function.

Spiritual life and social life cannot be separated, says Vice-President
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He was speaking after inaugurating the 93rd Sivagiri pilgrimage at Sivagiri Madhom at

Varkala in Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday.

“If there was no Sankaracharya, India could not have been as united as it is today. If there

was no Narayana Guru, there would be no reformation and no Sanatana Dharma in Kerala.
Guru neither provoked nor divided society; he transformed it,” he said.
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Mr. Radhakrishnan said when Narayana Guru conceived the pilgrimage, he did not imagine

mere rituals or traditions, but about awakening the people.
Mr. Radhakrishnan said that through the Union government’s Pilgrimage Rejuvenation
And Spiritual Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) scheme, pilgrimage sites were being

upgraded.
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o Shashi Tharoor’s latest book, The Sage Who Reimagined Hinduism: The Life, Lessons,
& Legacy of Sree Narayana Guru, was released at the function.
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Pilgrims flow picks up as Sabarimala

temEle opens for Makaravilakku

The Hindu Bureau
PATHANAMTHITTA

The Ayyappa temple at Sa-
barimala opened on Tues-
day evening for the Maka-
ravilakku festival season.

Melshanti E.D. Prasad
reopened the sanctum
sanctorum at 5 p.m., ac-
companied by Tantri Kan-
dararu Mahesh Mohanaru.
This was followed by the
opening of the Malikappu-
ram Devi temple.

Even before the ceremo-
nial opening, a steady
stream of pilgrims, espe-
cially from neighbouring
States, began their ascent

The head priest opening the
temple in Sabarimala on
Tuesday. LEJU KAMAL

to the temple via Pampa
and Pullumedu. The tem-
ple, which closed after the
Mandalam pilgrimage sea-

son on December 27, will
remain open until January
19. The Makaravilakku fes-
tival is scheduled for Janu-

ary 14.

Tension prevails
Security  arrangements
have been significantly
stepped up, with a 1,593-
member police force de-
ployed under the leader-
ship of Crime Branch Supe-
rintendent of Police M.
Krishnan.

The Travancore Devas-
wom Board has also put in
place extensive arrange-
ments to manage the ex-
pected surge in pilgrim in-

flow during the period.

Tension flared along the
traditional forest route
from Erumely on Monday
evening after devotees
were prevented from en-
tering the forest, with offi-
cials stating that the path
would open only at 7 a.m.
on Tuesday.

At Koikkakkavu and Az-
huthakkadavu, devotees,
frustrated by prolonged
waiting, broke through res-
trictions and continued
their journey. Similar
scenes unfolded at Perur-
thodu, where protests
erupted following disrup-
tion to the pilgrimage.

Pilgrims flow picks up as Sabarimala temple opens for Makaravilakku
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o Pilgrims flow picks up as Sabarimala temple opens for Makaravilakku
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o The Ayyappa temple at Sabarimala opened on Tuesday evening for the Makaravilakku
festival season.
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e Melshanti E.D. Prasad reopened the sanctum sanctorum at 5 p.m., accompanied by Tantri
Kandararu Mahesh Mohanaru.
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e This was followed by the opening of the Malikappuram Devi temple.
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1. | Narva, a Russian-speaking Estonian city, united in fear, divided in
politics
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Tribal festival

In step: Kota tribeswomen celebrate Aiyanoor Ammanoor festival at Solur Kokkal near Udhagamandalam on Tuesday. SATHYAMOORTHY M.

In step: Kota tribeswomen celebrate Aiyanoor Ammanoor festival at Solur Kokkal near
Udhagamandalam on Tuesday. SATHYAMOORTHY M
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Narva, a Russian-speaking Estonian
city, united in fear, divided in politics

Half of Narva are Estonian citizens, 33.2% Russian citizens, and 12.5% without any citizenship — those stateless people with memories of homes in

Crimea, Georgia or other conflict zones; an uneasy calm prevails here with many choosing silence over discussing the war and political alignments

Smita Sharma
NARVA, ESTONIA

irik is a 4l-year-
Kuld real estate

agent. His
older brother, Ilja, is a jour-
nalist. Unlike many other
people in this distant town
of Narva in Estonia, the
brothers are approachable
and speak to a foreign jour-
nalist in English with ease
about their lives in the sha-

dow of
a neighbouring war.
Some 201 km away from

capital Tallinn, Narva is the
most Russian speaking
town of Europe with over
96% Russian speakers
among its roughly
53,000 residents. The Nar-
va river flows into the Rus-
sian  Federation  ba-
rely 101 metres away, and
the forests lead to high-
ways nearly 250 km away
from St. Petersburg.

A small nostalgic
Friendship Bridge, over
the dark grey river with
white foam, connects the
magnificent  Hermann’s
castle on the Estonian side
built by the Danes in the
13th century to the Ivango-
rod Fortress built by Rus-
sian Tsar Ivan III in 1492.
Both historical monu-
ments were controlled by
different conquering forc-
es until the Estonians
broke free from five de-
cades of Soviet occupation
in 1991, and the river bor-
der divided the countries.

Lived reality

But polarisation, instead of
‘friendship’, is the lived
reality here today. Half the
population in Narva are Es-
tonian citizens, 33.2% are
Russian citizens and 12.5%
without any citizenship —
those stateless citizens
with grey passports issued
to ethnic Russians who
were relocated during the

Link to a past: A small nostalgic Friendship Bridge over the river connects the Hermann’s castle on the

Estonian side built by the Danes in the 13th century to the Ivangorod Fortress in 1492. SMITA SHARMA

Soviet era, but post Esto-
nian independence re-
fused to sign up for either
nationality. Many of them
belong to Crimea, Georgia
or other conflict zones in
the region.

Mr. Kirik and Mr. Ilja
avoid speaking to their pa-
rents. “The war has pulled
people apart,” says Mr. Ilja.
“Many families don’t even
talk to each other. The ol-
der people avoid talking
about the war because
they favour Russian Presi-
dent Putin. Young people
like me mostly support Uk-
raine,” adds Mr. Kirik. The
young feel the older gener-
ation is swept by the pro-
paganda narratives on Rus-
sian TV which is watched
here through a simple an-
tenna despite a ban on its
transmission in Europe.

“Four years ago, it was
scary as journalists from
different channels and
countries came here and
started saying, “You will be
next, how will you live with
that?” Now I see most of
the people are not worried
about any invasion be-
cause we are NATO mem-
bers,” says Mr. Kirik.
Though an uneasy calm

prevails in the town with
many choosing silence in-
stead of discussing the war
and uncomfortable politi-
cal alignments.

“I had Russian friends
but not anymore. But most
of them have moved to oth-
er countries,” says Mr. Ki-
rik with a smile.

Interestingly, in
2021, this historic town
chose a new slogan for it-
self: “Europe begins here”.
And with the invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022,
this slogan brought home
the traumatic question —
“what if we are next?”

Narrowing passage

This question forced sever-
al changes to the Border
Check Points (BCPs) across
the country, including in
Narva, which facili-
tate movement of people
on both sides. Before the
pandemic hit, four million
record numbers of people
were crossing the check
point in 2019. Around
27,000 people daily. But
post Covid, and with the
beginning of the war, the
volume dropped by almost
95%. Some 1,600-1,700 pe-
ople now cross daily even

as the timings have
changed from 7 a.m. to 11
p.m. The border earlier op-
erated 24/7. Tourist vi-
sas have been stopped. On-
ly those with some
residential rights
within European Union are
allowed permits to travel.

And with a suspected air
space violation in Finland
by the Russians, all vehicu-
lar, truck and bus opera-
tions were suspended at
the BCPs in May last year.

The vigil was also shar-
pened to prevent border
smuggling. Russian gaso-
line, alcohol and cigarettes
would often find their way
into Narva earlier while Es-
tonian cheese and dairy
were in demand on the
other side.

Indrek, listed among Es-
tonia’s top chefs, runs a
quirky restaurant close to
the border. He has a Rus-
sian wife. Asked about the
impact of the war on per-
sonal relationships, he
says, “Relationships are al-
ways challenging, national-
ity does not matter.” Rus-
sian tourists do not
frequent his restaurant
anymore, where wolf paws
are on display and bull tes-

ticles on the menu.

The Narva Mu-
seum, housed inside the
Hermann’s castle, is at
the centre of a narrative
battle. Its director Maria
Smorzhevskikh Smirnova
was 14 years old when the
Soviet Union collapsed.
Her grandparents were in
the Soviet army during
the Second World War. She
points to Mr. Putin’s
speech in June 2022 refer-
ring to Narva as a potential
target when he seemed to
compare himself to the
18th century Russian Tsar
‘Peter the Great’ in dra-
wing a parallel between
the historic quests to win
back Russian land and his
military action. “Peter the
Great waged the Great
Northern War for 21
years. It would seem that
he was at war with Swe-
den, he took something
from them. He did not take
anything from them, he re-
turned [what was Rus-
sia’s],” Mr. Putin said.

Culture in war time
A poster put up across the
museum on the other side
of the river in Ivangorod in
2023 announced “Russia’s
borders do not end anywh-
ere.” In May this year, the
flag tower of the Narva cas-
tle hit back with a poster
referring to Mr. Putin as
‘Putler - war crimi-
nal’. Smirnova is today a
wanted criminal for the
Russians. “Culture cannot
remain silent in war
time,” she responds.
Estonia, which lived
through Russian and Nazi
occupation, has today in-
creased its defence spend-
ing like the rest of Europe
has been forced to. Before
the war, the Nordic NATO
nation was spending 2% of
its GDP on defence. It went
up to 3.5% during the full
war and will be increased

to 5% in 2026.

“If you want peace, you
must prepare for pea-
ce...and you must prepare
smartly”, quipped Kaimo
Kuusk, Permanent Secre-
tary at the Estonian De-
fence Ministry in capital
Tallinn earlier. A former in-
telligence official, he was
the Ambassador to Ukraine
when Russian ballistic mis-
siles announced the start
of the invasion on Fe-
bruary 24, 2022. He
stressed that Estonia does
not have the resources to
buy squadrons of fighters
and hence the NATO mem-
bership is so crucial and
450 million people in the
EU is an added value and
collective strength for a
small country. A sentiment
that resonated strongly by
Foreign Minister
Margus Tsahkna who told
this author that Russia pos-
es an existential threat to
Europe. And this is what
needs to be explained to
India and Prime Minister
Modi who he hoped could
help build pressure for
truce. Interestingly, the Es-
tonian newsrooms chose to
cover the lack of major de-
fence agreements during
the recent Putin visit to

Delhi as India’s ‘snub’.
It is an information war
out there as

the game of throne conti-
nues. Narva for now is
calm on the surface. But a
resident who chose to re-
main  anonymous  ex-
pressed his nervousness
that Russian speakers are
under the microscope to
gauge their allegiances.
And people choose to stay
silent than discuss the war
and ask for trouble.

(Smita Sharma is an in-
dependent journalist report-
ing on Foreign Affairs. She
was in Estonia as part of an
Indian media delegation in-
vited by the government.)

Narva, a Russian-speaking Estonian city, united in fear, divided in politics

Tat, T T YT WelfaTg [eR, Y9 ° tede, IS | faufoa

e Half of Narva are Estonian citizens, 33.2% Russian citizens, and 12.5% without any
citizenship — those stateless people with memories of homes in Crimea, Georgia or other
conflict zones; an uneasy calm prevails here with many choosing silence over discussing the

war and political alignments.

Traf ot 3melt 3HTaTd} TRIAATS AR ©, 33.2% ! AN 8, 3R 12.5% o forsdht
m%%—ﬁstateless@ﬁgwqﬁm,mmmwaﬁa?ﬂﬁ@[@
&; TET U S5l Wifet o+l g% & SR S TN Ik 1R Ao-ifdie TG0l R = e o wrefr Al

TG A

gl

o Kirik is a 41-year-old real estate agent. His older brother, llja, is a journalist. Unlike many
other people in this distant town of Narva in Estonia, the brothers are approachable and
speak to a foreign journalist in English with ease about their lives in the shadow of a
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neighbouring war.

it 41 aoifa e Twee ele g1 37 73 UTS, Sooll, TR § | TR & $1 GRS e
AT H B3 3 AT o fAURId, A 1S TEW § 3R USRI g b A1 H U+ Sfiq & R H faash
TASR H ST F SfUsit # §1d I g

Some 201 km away from capital Tallinn, Narva is the most Russian speaking town of
Europe with over 96% Russian speakers among its roughly 53,000 residents. The Narva
river flows into the Russian Federation barely 101 metres away, and the forests lead to
highways nearly 250 km away from St. Petersburg.

TS Tee & TTHT 201 et @R, A1af IRI9 &1 Tas Tt yrd} 2rew &, ford ey
53,000 AR # 96% ¥ 31f% T Sa- aral & | Aral 7} A 101 Hier gR =4 I9 & Fgddt
&, 3R ST Ye diexiart & @ 250 ftft gR 812d d% Ugdd &1

A small nostalgic Friendship Bridge, over the dark grey river with white foam, connects the
magnificent Hermann’s castle on the Estonian side built by the Danes in the 13th century to
the Ivangorod Fortress built by Russian Tsar Ivan Il in 1492.

TP Bel Aot Wi faet, T8R I 37 3t 7 R Jthe I & Iy, TEIfars g § 13dF
dtsd! H S gr1 Afdfa oo gda &1 fam o1 1492 H T R 39 11l gRT §91T 7T
ZAMRIS fFd A Sisar gl

Both historical monuments were controlled by different conquering forces until the Estonians
broke free from five decades of Soviet occupation in 1991, and the river border divided the
countries.

G UBTRIG TIR®! B SHTHT-31eHT faordT drdbdl A R fdar oid & o weif-ars 1991 8§
UTd g1 &1 Tifaad weat § Waa T8l T, 3R T &1 W A <=0 1 fauiira o= |

Lived reality

forar gom arwafawar

But polarisation, instead of ‘friendship’, is the lived reality here today. Half the population in
Narva are Estonian citizens, 33.2% are Russian citizens and 12.5% without any citizenship
— those stateless citizens with grey passports issued to ethnic Russians who were relocated
during the Soviet era, but post Estonian independence refused to sign up for either
nationality. Many of them belong to Crimea, Georgia or other conflict zones in the region.

“Four years ago, it was scary as journalists from different channels and countries came here
and started saying, ‘You will be next, how will you live with that?’ Now | see most of the
people are not worried about any invasion because we are NATO members,” says Mr. Kirik.

‘IR T U, Tg ST T i fAfHT el 3R 32N & TR Tgl MY 3R Hg &, ‘37
ST B, 3T b 1Y By SN2’ 3fd & AT § fob SifAH=r AT ot ot sepior &bt Aapr
fRifad =€ § wifs 89 NATO TeH 3" [ Fed B
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EC gives one more week for
U.P. SIR in another extension

Draft list to be published on January 6, final list on March 6; claims and objections will be invited

from January 6 to February 6; more than one crore voters in draft list are ‘unmapped; say officials

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

he Election Com-

mission of India

(EC) on Tuesday re-
vised the schedule for the
ongoing special intensive
revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Uttar Pradesh yet
again, extending it by a
week. Now the draft list
will be published on Janu-
ary 6, instead of December
31, and the final list on
March 6, instead of Febru-
ary 28. Claims and objec-
tions from voters will be in-
vited from January 6 to
February 6, while the not-
ice stage, disposal of claims
and objections, and deci-
sions on enumeration
forms will continue from
January 6 to February 27,
after which the final electo-
ral roll will be published on
March 6. The SIR process
in the State began on No-
vember 4.

2.89 cr. deletions likely

The draft roll is expected
to contain around 12.55
crore voters, with about
2.89 crore names deleted
from the pre-SIR list for
reasons such as death,
change of residence, or du-
plication, officials said.
They added that more than
one crore voters on the

Keeping track: Booth-level officers during the enumeration process for the SIR in Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh. The draft roll is expected to contain nearly 12.55 crore voters. FILE PHOTO

draft list fall under the “un-
mapped” category and will
be required to submit doc-
uments prescribed by the
EC to retain their names in
the final roll.

Earlier this month, the
EC had extended the sche-
dule by 15 days, after which
the draft rolls were to be
published on December 31.
Before that, on November
30, the EC had extended
the process in 12 States and
Union Territories by a
week.

‘HIT-AND-TRIAL PROCESS’
» PAGE 5

EC relaxes SIR hearing
for Bengal's ailing, elderly

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Amid outrage among a
section of the electorate
over elderly and ailing
voters being summoned
for hearings under the
special intensive revision
(SIR) in West Bengal, the
Election Commission of
India (EC) has, in a
notification issued on

Monday, directed officials
not to call such electors —
particularly those aged 85
years and above — for
physical hearings. In cases
of notices being issued to
such electors, officials
have been instructed to
carry out the verification
at their residences.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 4

EC gives one more week for U.P. SIR in another extension

& 3 gt TSR F R e R wwTE o1 R

Draft list to be published on January 6, final list on March 6; claims and objections will be
invited from January 6 to February 6; more than one crore voters in draft list are
‘unmapped’, say officials
ST0E Tt 6 S-St B USRI grft, siferw =it 6 Are &1; g1a 3R smuf~rai 6 S=ast A 6
TRE! aF ATHEAT BT AT Ioe T H TP Bis | Sifted HdgE A’ §, T

ffrepTRa = gl

The Election Commission of India (EC) on Tuesday revised the schedule for the ongoing
special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Uttar Pradesh yet again, extending it by

a week.

YRd frrafas maiT () 7 TR &1 SW uew ¥ 99 Je fa=iy e+ gadar
(THIMEIHR) B} GHI-IRUT B R | W P §U T TP TS b 1a1g a7 o
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o Now the draft list will be published on January 6, instead of December 31, and the final list
on March 6, instead of February 28.

39 ST Gt 31 faIaR & TOmd 6 FHaY & SR 3ifaw It 28 Wt & T4 6 ATH BHI
YebTRId B |

e Claims and objections from voters will be invited from January 6 to February 6, while the
notice stage, disposal of claims and objections, and decisions on enumeration forms
will continue from January 6 to February 27, after which the final electoral roll will be
published on March 6.

Taerarel ¥ g1d 3R TRl 6 TG ¥ 6 BRas! dPp AMHAT b1 N, e A avor,
214l 3R 3mufrat &1 fAuerE, ik worar uus uR fAofa 6 s9ad) @ 27 Ba) a6 okl )],
e a1e sifaw fFratae gt 6 urd &1 ya1Ra gt

e The SIR process in the State began on November 4.

o H THIATESMR UfhaT 4 4R 31 YF g3 A

2.89 cr. deletions likely )
2.89 BRUG FITH g2 P AHTGAT

o The draft roll is expected to contain around 12.55 crore voters, with about 2.89 crore
names deleted from the pre-SIR list for reasons such as death, change of residence, or
duplication, officials said.

STUE e T TTHT 12.55 HIIS Wl a1 St IW1S 7, Safe g, frars ufvad=, a1 dewra
S HRUT Y H-THASIHR GV THT 2.89 HRIS ATH FeTT SEH, TT ARSI 3 g

e They added that more than one crore voters on the draft list fall under the “unmapped”
category and will be required to submit documents prescribed by the EC to retain their
names in the final roll.

IBI T {3 g1 G & 2fid e #is | Siftre gagrar «sfts Juit & amd € ok

g sifaw Gt o 9 9 @A & forg §9i gy fAeifya qxarast s A g
o Earlier this month, the EC had extended the schedule by 15 days, after which the draft rolls

were to be published on December 31.
T TR DI oM H, T 3 T-ariof & 15 f& sern o1, fores &g groe Jd 31 fewar
EARCAIRGESER]

o Before that, on November 30, the EC had extended the process in 12 States and Union
Territories by a week.
T U, 30 ISR PI ¥ 7 12 I 3R Fg IR U= H 59 URhdT I T HwdTg & g
el YTl
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Law on ‘suspension of sentence’

LETTER & SPIRIT THE GIST
)lum straél
Kartikey Singh aenemn A 3 v

n December 29, a three-judge

vacation bench of the

Supreme Court, comprising

CJ1 Surya Kant, Justice J.K.
Maheshwari and Justice A.G. Masih,
issued notice and stayed the Delhi High
Court’s judgment suspending the life
sentence of a former four-time MLA,
Kuldeep Singh Sengar and granting him
bail pending appeal in the 2017 infamous
Unnao rape case. The intervention came
just six days after the High Court, on
December 23, suspended Sengar’s life
sentence, which triggered intense public
debate.

‘The case stems from allegations that in
June 2017, the survivor, then a minor, was
raped by the convict, the then-sitting
MLA, at his residence. Amid allegations of
police inaction and intimidation, the
probe was transferred to the CBI in April
2018, and the trial shifted to Delhi
pursuant to the SC's directions. On
December 16, 2019, the trial court in Delhi
convicted Sengar, and by a separate order
on December 20, 2019, sentenced him to

for the i of his

srogare N WA
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-

Public voices: Women stage a protest demanding justice for the Unnao gangrape victim outside Delhi High Court in New Delhi. axi

establishments, are treated as
aggrmted and subjected to enhanced

natural life.
Once a trial concludes, an accused is
euher acquitted or convicted. A
displaces the ion of

reflecting legislative
recognition of abuse of power and
heightened victim vulnerability.

of public servant

innocence” and renders the sentence
operative, requiring the convict to
undergo the awarded punishment.
However, the conviction remains
appealable, and during the pendency of
appellate scrutiny, the convict may, under
Section 389 of the CrPC, 1973 (now

Importantly, the POCSO Act does not
define the term “public servant.” Under
Section 2(2) of the POCSO Act, undefined
expressions shall draw their meaning
from the IPC (1860), CrPC (1973), the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015, or the Information

police or paramilitary forces might fail in
their protective duties, as such a premise
would undermine their role.

In a case that laid bare a prolonged
struggle for justice, structural barriers
and deep institutional failures in
confronting entrenched power, the
suspension of a life sentence raises

rious concerns.

First, while the HC is legally correct in
holding that it could not expand the
statutory definition of “public servant” by
amending the legislation to import the
broader meaning under the PCA, its

incarceration already undergone.
However, the SC has held that in cases
involving life imprisonment, ‘suspension
of sentence’ under Section 389 CrPC
requires the appellate court to assess
whether the convict has a fair chance of
acquittal. Recently, in Chhotelal Yadav vs.
State of Jharkhand (2025), the apex court
set aside a ‘suspension of sentence’,
holding that in life imprisonment cases,
suspension is warranted only where the
convict demonstrates a palpable or gross
error in the trial court’s judgment
sufficient to show that the appeal may

Section 430 of the BNSS, 2023), seek Technology Act, 2000. Among these, only | interpretation could have been more succeed and result in acquittal. In
suspension of the execution of the the IPC defines pubhc servant” under purposive. The resulting anomaly is Sengar’s case, the HC ought to haw:
sentence and consequential bail if in Section 21, such bling: while a patwari (village whether the il

custody, keeping its eniorcemen( in
abeyance. of

as Judgﬁ military officers, and
etc., but not elected

sentence’, which is a di

accountant) or police constable qualifies
as a “public servant” and attracts
i under the POCSO Act, an

judicial power, halts only the pumshmenl
and not the finding of guilt.

When do courts suspend a sentence?
The law draws a clear distinction between
‘suspension of sentence’ in cases
involving short-term or fixed-term
sentences, where it is the norm, and in
serious offences, often punishable with
life imprisonment, where it is an
exception. In Bhagwan Rama Shinde Gosai
vs. State of Gujarat (1999), the SC held that
when a fixed-term sentence is under
appeal, appellate courts must liberally
exercise their discretion to suspend the
sentence, barring exceptional
circumstances. Conversely, in serious
offences or those punishable with life
imprisonment, such as Sengar’s case,
‘suspension of sentence’ under Section
389 CrPC is rare and must follow an
objective assessment of factors including
the nature and gravity of the offence, the
manner of its commission, and the
desirability of releasing the convict on
bail, as reiterated by the top court in
Shivani Tyagi vs. State of Uttar Pradesh
(2024), an acid attack case.

In allowing Sengar’s ‘suspension of
sentence’ application, the High Court
focused primarily on his conviction under
Section K(c) o{ the POCSO Act, which

‘aggravated’ penetrative
sexual assault by a “public servant” on a
child and attracts punishment under
Section 6. Under the criminal law
framework, offences committed by
persons in positions of trust or authority,

i Relying on this statutory
scheme and the top court’s ruling in R.S.
Nayak vs. A.R. Antulay (1984), the HC held
that an MLA does not qualify as a “public
servant” under the IPC and,
consequently, the POCSO Act. This is a
departure from the trial court’s approach,
which had sustained Sengar’s conviction
under Section 5(c) by importing the
broader definition of “public servant™
from Section 2(viii) of the Prevention of
Corruption Act (PCA), 1988, which
includes any person holding an office to
perform a public duty.

Consequently, the HC held, prima
facie, that Sengar’s case did not fall within
the category of rape

elected MLA does not. This ambiguity in
the POCSO framework was also flagged by
the SC bench. By narrowing the scope of
the POCSO Act, a special, victim-centric
statute designed to protect children, the
HC accorded insufficient weight to its
object and intent. Offences under Section
5(c) are undoubtedly graver than
corruption offences by MPs or MLAs:
while corruption undermines
governance, offences under the POCSO
Act involve the direct abuse of children,
causing severe physical and psychological
trauma with lasting social consequences.

The apex court has repeatedly

ioned against interpretive literalism

bya

“public servant” under Section 5(c) of the
POCSO Act or Section 376(2)(b) IPC. This
finding formed the central basis for
suspending his sentence and granting
regular bail. The HC also noted that
Sengar had undergone over seven years
of imprisonment, and, relying on
Kashmira Singh vs. State of Punjab (1977),
observed that prolonged incarceration
could cause injustice if the conviction or
sentence were ultimately modified.

Addressing the survivor's

apprehension of threat, rooted in a
documented history of systemic
intimidation, the custodial death of her
father (for which Sengar stands convicted
under Section 304(II) IPC), police
callousness, and the 2019 truck-car
accident that critically injured her and
her lawyer and killed her two aunts, the
HC noted that the SC had granted her
CRPF protection in August 2019.

that weakens POCSO’s protective core. In
Attorney General for India vs. Satish (2021),
it rejected the Bombay HC's untenable
narrow interpretation that groping
minor through clothing, without direct
“skin-to-skin” contact, did not amount to
“touch” or “physical contact” so as to
attract the offence of “sexual assault”
under Section 7 of the POCSO Act.
Similarly, in Independent Thought vs.
Union of India (2017), the SC
harmoniously and purposively
interpreted child-protection law by
reading down Exception 2 to Section 375
IPC, which had exempted non-consensual
sexual intercourse with one’s wife aged
between 15 and 18, from the offence of
rape. Together, these rulings affirm that
when child protection is at stake,
statutory interpretation must advance,
not dilute, the law’s protective purpose.
Second, the HC's decision rests

of Section 5(c) would lead to his complae
acquittal. Further, in Shivani Tyagi vs.
State of Uttar Pradesh (2024), the SC
clarified that long incarceration alone
cannot justify ‘suspension of sentence’ in
life imprisonment cases.

In the same vein, in Jamna Lal vs. State
of Rajasthan (2025), involving a POCSO
conviction carrying a 20-year sentence,
the SC set aside an order suspending
sentence, holding that once the trial court
has found the victim to be a minor, such a
finding cannot be lightly unsettled at the
suspension stage.

Third, the HC should have accorded
greater weight to the undisputed record
of intimidation and violence, including
the survivor’s father’s death, alleged
witness tampering, and the exceptional
security measures required during trial.

What is next?
The HC’s literal interpretation highlights a
statutory framework that recognises
authority only when formally mentioned,
not when exercised through entrenched
political power, as seen in the definition
of “public servant.” This limitation is
legislatively inherited, not judicially
created. While legality and justice often
align, they do not always converge.
Beyond legal questions, the case also
exposes how the criminal justice system
operates for survivors of sexual violence.
It lays bare the fact that, in reality, the
fundamental right of equality before law
and equal protection of laws under Article
14 of our Constitution is not truly treated
as equal for every individual. Yet, these
courageous survivors bear the cost not to
vindicate the system, but to reveal its

such as police or armed force personnel, Nevertheless, the HC held that primarily on the prima facie limits and expand justice for all.
public servants, and staff of institutions ‘suspension of sentence’ could not be inapplicability of Section 5(c) of the Kartikey Singh is a lawyer based in New
including hospitals, iails, or educational denied solely on the apprehension that POCSO Act and the period of Delhi. Views expressed are personal.

Law on ‘suspension of sentence’

T & FeaT W STEA

The law draws a distinction
between ‘suspension of
sentence' in cases involving
short-term or fixed-term
sentences, where itis the
norm, and in serious offences,
whereit is an exception.

v

‘Suspension of sentence’,
which s a discretionary judicial
power, halts only the
punishment and not the
finding of guilt

-

The POCSO Act does not define
the term “public servant.” The
Act says undefined expressions
shall draw their meaning from
the IPC, CrPC, the Juvenile
Justice Act, 2015, or the IT Act,
2000.

In life imprisonment cases like Kuldeep Singh Sengar’s, what factors must appellate
courts weigh before suspending a sentence?

Fadiy Rig AR S ATeita" FRIENT & Tl §, srdfie sreradl &1 g Hafad &
Ugd b R®I WR fdgR 31 A1fgu?

e Does the Delhi High Court’s view that an MLA is not a ‘public servant’ under the POCSO
framework expose a gap that weakens protection against aggravated abuses by elected
representatives?

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
9971932488

Contact Number
Website : patrioticias.in

|

Page 14



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

T fewelt 3= <yTaTery &1 g% =% i POCSO @12 & d8d Us faurae (MLA) e A9’
T8 8, U1 SievTel ISR bRl § S FratfRra ufafiftal gri by 7o ik geua & ame
TRET B! FUR HdT 82

On December 29, Supreme Court intervention in the Unnao rape case

21 fedaR arTe ¥ gita #1¢ 31 gwaay

On December 29, a three-judge vacation bench of the Supreme Court, comprising CJI
Surya Kant, Justice J.K. Maheshwari and Justice A.G. Masih, issued notice and stayed
the Delhi High Court’s judgment suspending the life sentence of a former four-time MLA,
Kuldeep Singh Sengar, and granting him bail pending appeal in the 2017 infamous
Unnao rape case.
29 feaR &1 YW B ! a7 ATaredi=n o1 g We, o distens i &id, aragfd
., ARt SR <rafd vl wRilg il 9, 3 Aifew 9t foran iR faweht 818 91d 3w
P R AP A, o gd IR R & fyurae padiu Rig AR o seiias eREaw @
?ﬁwﬁﬁmmzow F BT AT TATPR AA F rdie dfad Y89 9@ e <f T8

I

The intervention came just six days after the High Court, on December 23, suspended
Sengar’s life sentence, which triggered intense public debate.

Ig g4 23 fadiaR &1 B8 BIC gRI AR Bt SAToita-T Foll (Hafad ot oF & Rk o8 e
q1g gofT, S g ardwif~ie 989 &1 o4 fea|

The case stems from allegations that in June 2017, the survivor, then a minor, was raped
by the convict, the then-sitting MLA, at his residence.

Tg T SR § T 7 % 7 2017 & Wifear, S 9@ Ararfent R, & a1y dabrei= fRumas

3R 3F gt 3ERIT T ST =1 30 AN R TATHR BT

Amid allegations of police inaction and intimidation, the probe was transferred to the CBI
in April 2018, and the trial shifted to Delhi pursuant to the SC’s directions.

gior @t fAfSpgar ik «we! & SRl & g, it 2018 T Sirg Hidlams &1 Wit 18 3R
FiH S1¢ & 2N & SR gPhenT et R foar |

On December 16, 2019, the trial court in Delhi convicted Sengar, and by a separate order
on December 20, 2019, sentenced him to imprisonment for the remainder of his natural
life.

16 fadiar 2019 ! Rl Tt graa I 3 AR B St s, 3R 20 fewaR 2019 F 3@
T I I Y UTpfae sfiaq & foIg FRIEa™ &1 9o s |

Once a trial concludes, an accused is either acquitted or convicted.

% SR HeH T 811 W, SR a1 & a9 g1ar © a1 gieft sg=man o 3|

A conviction displaces the “presumption of innocence” and renders the sentence
operative, requiring the convict to undergo the awarded punishment.

& 1Y “feiudr B YR JAT 81 St g 3R eIl GHT 81 97l 8, o <t &
fFrufia ds yra a5

However, the conviction remains appealable, and during the pendency of appellate
scrutiny, the convict may, under Section 389 of the CrPC, 1973 (now Section 430 of the
BNSS, 2023), seek suspension of the execution of the sentence and consequential bail
if in custody, keeping its enforcement in abeyance.

Ity SIuRifg andter ai <t B, ok ardtet wifere 8 & R St = wfehan wfear, 1973
P YIRT 389 (31d BNSS, 2023 P} UIRT 430) & dgd Tl & feparaad & fHea iR ufvomdt
T & A1 HR Thdl 5, R a1 &7 3|d R w1 5|

Importantly, ‘suspension of sentence’, which is a discretionary judicial power, halts only
the punishment and not the finding of guiit.

TEAYUl U ¥, el BT frear, ot =i fadereh= ufd 8, Fad ¢ &1 Adbar 8, g
fAryfRor &1 72

When do courts suspend a sentence?

3ETAd IlT &1 e Hd Bl 82
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o The law draws a clear distinction between ‘suspension of sentence’ in cases involving
short-term or fixed-term sentences, where it is the norm, and in serious offences, often
punishable with life imprisonment, where it is an exception.

a1 fAf3ra sraflr &t gemnsii ara amat § <Fen & fAde (951 98 e
ﬁnm%) IR TR eraRTel 7, o ue: mmﬁﬂu@ﬁ%(wwm% >
e Ty 3R BT B

¢ In Bhagwan Rama Shinde Gosai vs. State of Gujarat (1999), the SC held that when a
fixed-term sentence is under appeal, appellate courts must liberally exercise their
discretion to suspend the sentence, barring exceptional circumstances.

WITET I RIS MATS T T[oRT 74 (1999) H A H1d 7 a1 i e srafdr &Y gwn
fd A 81 WR Irdie rererdl o, srTURur uRfRufad &) Siear, IgRagd® T fafad
C2EIGIRHY

e Conversely, in serious offences or those punishable with life imprisonment, such as
Sengar’s case, ‘suspension of sentence’ under Section 389 CrPC is rare and must follow
an objective assessment of factors including the nature and gravity of the offence, the
manner of its commission, and the desirability of releasing the convict on bail, as
reiterated by the top court in Shivani Tyagi vs. State of Uttar Pradesh (2024), an acid
attack case.

g% fauiia, R SraRTe a1 3ol SRTE™ ¥ St el H, S AR &7 A1, URT
389 CrPC & d8d “HWT $T (HaaT gaH § 3R 3UP T SuRTY &Y wepfar 3R Tefiar, srummer
A T ANDT, T T W Pt SUGHIAT O HRS| BT IS SATHEAT TS g,
1 3 fRrart Ol s SR uew Iy (2024) TS 31d HIHA H IgRET T

¢ In allowing Sengar’s ‘suspension of sentence’ application, the High Court focused
primarily on his conviction under Section 5(c) of the POCSO Act, which criminalises
‘aggravated’ penetrative sexual assault by a “public servant” on a child and attracts
punishment under Section 6.

R & ol e 3de &1 WHR Hd gU, §T§ PId 4 T8I U J POCSO 3Tt~ @t
YRT 5(c) & d8d I9D! SuRifg W e faar, St “die Yae” gR1 9. R fpu e apfiee
WEATHS T IS BT 3IRTY B80T & 3R YRT 6 P d8d o3 FuilRd drdl g1

e Under the criminal law framework, offences committed by persons in positions of trust or
authority, such as police or armed force personnel, public servants, and staff of
institutions including hospitals, jails, or educational establishments, are treated as
‘aggravated’ and subjected to enhanced punishment, reflecting legislative recognition of
abuse of power and heightened victim vulnerability.

STRTRIE ST e1d & dgd, Ay a1 PR & uel W 33 fFqal gRT by 7 SRy —

S gfer a1 IR 90 HHT, AP AP, TUT SXTaTal, Sl a1 ReifOrd TR & HHart —
Tifie T A € AR S R BIR & T Sl 8, aﬁw%gxﬂnaﬁuﬂﬁaaﬁaﬁﬁ
HagTefierr & faumh wr=aar & exifar 31

Definition of public servant

AP Aad I ufymen

e Importantly, the POCSO Act does not define the term “public servant.”
Heayul %0 F, POCSO Sifufraw # “die Vae” Weq 1 TR 781 &1 T2 1

o Under Section 2(2) of the POCSO Act, undefined expressions shall draw their meaning from
the IPC (1860), CrPC (1973), the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act,
2015, or the Information Technology Act, 2000.

POCSO 3Ty @Y URT 2(2) & T84, SURUTNT sl &1 34 IPC (1860), CrPC (1973),
PR =ar (STae! WU 3R Wweon fufraw, 2015, o1 a1 Wenfet sifufam,
2000 I forar S|

e Among these, only the IPC defines “public servant” under Section 21, encompassing

categories such as judges, military officers, and arbitrators, etc., but not elected
legislators.

99 ¥ $ad IPC ! YRT 21 H “allep Adeh” o uRH <t 178 g, o gd =amandwr, 9=
S, werRy anfe wnfira 8, e fFPraffera sufafafr wfta ==& g
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Relying on this statutory scheme and the top court’s ruling in R.S. Nayak vs. A.R. Antulay
(1984), the HC held that an MLA does not qualify as a “public servant” under the IPC and,
consequently, the POCSO Act.

39 AU 2T 3R R.S. TP I A.R. 3idd (1984) H i 3rerard & Fofa W 1R wa
§U, §T8 HId 7 7T fs faumas (MLA) IPC & dgd “dite Aas” g § 3R IRumRa=Y
POCSO 3ifif e & sfafd oft 7T

This is a departure from the trial court’s approach, which had sustained Sengar’s
conviction under Section 5(c) by importing the broader definition of “public servant” from
Section 2(viii) of the Prevention of Corruption Act (PCA), 1988, which includes any
person holding an office to perform a public duty.

I8 Td PIE & TSI A faged 7, S uvrrR fRaror siftfeaw, 1988 o1 ¢RT 2(viii) &
“TP JqH” B! fagad TRUTHT 3T §U, URT 5(c) & d8d TR DI QRIS DI ST AT T,
o @l wdar Aum arar 31 geurt wnfia g1

Consequently, the HC held, prima facie, that Sengar’s case did not fall within the category of
rape committed by a “public servant” under Section 5(c) of the POCSO Act or Section
376(2)(b) IPC.
URUMRE=Y, §T8 HI¢ A UYH TPAT 9T fob AR &1 A1 POCSO SHfUfad &t ¢RT 5(c) a1
IPC 1 YRT 376(2)(b) & I5d “TIP AdP” GRI fbU TT JATHR &1 4oft & 51 A1

This finding formed the central basis for suspending his sentence and granting regular
bail.

I8! frmet aa e ofiR fRrafira S 33 &1 9ReT SimeR &1

The HC also noted that Sengar had undergone over seven years of imprisonment, and,
relying on Kashmira Singh vs. State of Punjab (1977), observed that prolonged
incarceration could cause injustice if the conviction or sentence were ultimately modified.
TS DI 1 78t Aiie b o IR e 9 @ 2ifire oY $g o1e o1 2, 3R PR Rig T
UOITE I7Y (1977) TR R 6 gU el o afe sfda: SRS a1 o Wit gidt § o wem
PRI 3ATT HT HRUT § Fbdl ¢ |

Addressing the survivor’s apprehension of threat, rooted in a documented history of
systemic intimidation, the custodial death of her father (for which Sengar stands
convicted under Section 304(ll) IPC), police callousness, and the 2019 truck-car accident
that critically injured her and her lawyer and killed her two aunts, the HC noted that the
SC had granted her CRPF protection in August 2019.

WEar &1 gram dah sriwrai & AT HRd T, S UUIRTg YH®! & yafad sfdgn,
I a1 o ferad ® gog (B9 e SR IPC 4R 304(11) & T8 art 3g-mam ), g
P JAGTEIGT, TUT 2019 F ¢H-BR gled I et A, o g 3R 3THT1 doid iR Fu &
TS §U 3R IT@! &1 TRl &t Yeg g3, BT DI 1 e foa for Jgoftw i 7 3 3T 2019
T CRPF JR&T UaH 31 T

Nevertheless, the HC held that ‘suspension of sentence’ could not be denied solely on the
apprehension that police or paramilitary forces might fail in their protective duties, as such
a premise would undermine their role.

53 oft, 318 PIE A Fg1 I Had 3T SMTRIPT & YR R b gfery a1 srefafes sa st
TP Rreial 7 fawd 8 9od €, v fee 3 39eR 61 fooan S e, aife T
AT 3% fPIGR B FHR BT

In a case that laid bare a prolonged struggle for justice, structural barriers, and deep
institutional failures in confronting entrenched power, the suspension of a life sentence
raises serious concerns.

T 0wt 7, g =ama & g o wd, SRamrere aruref, ok ol g3 w9 Aued |
TR FRmTd fawaarsit @ ISR fear, smeitad FR1E™ $1 Iel &1 e 1w fiare
I AT 5 |

First, while the HC is legally correct in holding that it could not expand the statutory
definition of “public servant” by importing the broader meaning under the PCA, its
interpretation could have been more purposive.

Ugall, T9f 8T8 P U8 He- § BT U J el ¢ fb 98 PCA F dgd &1 T2 faxga ufvmen
B YRR “TAP VGH” P QUIAP TR BT AR 781 B Foba, bR+t 391 auram

3w SRS 5l ot At
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The resulting anomaly is troubling: while a patwari (village accountant) or police
constable qualifies as a “public servant” and attracts punishment under the POCSO Act,
an elected MLA does not. ]

T 37 fazfa ffareHe §: S8l uearRt (I d9TeR) 31 Yferd Sieead “dld Jae” AF
STd & 3R POcso fufraw & dgd <fed a1 €, a8t v Faffea faemaes =t

This ambiguity in the POCSO framework was also flagged by the SC bench.

POCSO M & TiN[g U 3RUydl &! Gl &1 3t dis 7 +ft Yaifera foan

By narrowing the scope of the POCSO Act, a special, victim-centric statute designed to
protect children, the HC accorded insufficient weight to its object and intent.

Tl Dt YR & g §91¢ Y faRiy, dif$a-dfea s Pocso sif¥feam & grar & difta
HR, TS PIS - 3T IE,RT 3N WM &1 yafeg wgad 71 faan|

Offences under Section 5(c) are undoubtedly graver than corruption offences by MPs or
MLAs: while corruption undermines governance, offences under the POCSO Act involve
the direct abuse of children, causing severe physical and psychological trauma with
lasting social consequences.

YIRT 5(c) B AdTd Ry g Fiac! a1 fauras! gRT fPE T YpRR raviel ¥ 3ifie
TR : STET UBTAR T aRIT &1 HHSR $HdT 8, o POCSO AfUfad & Sfarfa srRrelf
® gl T yedel 9T A gir 8, o TR [miRe ik AR smerd aut Sderie
FraTRTe afkomy der w1 3|

The apex court has repeatedly cautioned against interpretive literalism that weakens
POCSO'’s protective core.

Yt T A IR-9R AP Meqd AR & 9% I g, S POCSSO Ht
TREUITEAD HTGT Bl HFHSR BT ¢

In Attorney General for India vs. Satish (2021), it rejected the Bombay HC’s untenable
narrow interpretation that groping a minor through clothing, without direct “skin-to-skin”
contact, did not amount to “touch” or “physical contact” so as to attract the offence of
“sexual assault” under Section 7 of the POCSO Act.

3T o RE BIR ST 99mH It (2021) F, Yal= <A@y | 91 8T8 BId 3t 39 T
e 1ot RS DT W1l T, oo SR US| & HUR J ATGTeRT ! FT, 5T “caram & @
"YU, POCSO TUFaH B URT 7 & T5d “dIT g0 g [T ST |

Similarly, in Independent Thought vs. Union of India (2017), the SC harmoniously and
purposively interpreted child-protection law by reading down Exception 2 to Section 375
IPC, which had exempted non-consensual sexual intercourse with one’s wife aged between
15 and 18 from the offence of rape.

St UPR, gfeUSe Yle I URA WY (2017) H, T HIE 7 10 W& ST Dt

RS HXd gU IPC BT YRT 375 & UATG 2 DI W fohar, S 15 F 18 T 31 Ut & 1Y TR-
TEafd a4 ey & JADR I FI6R @ AT

Together, these rulings affirm that when child protection is at stake, statutory interpretation
must advance, not dilute, the law’s protective purpose.

3 ot T &R € 3 STa 9Ter WRE0T &1 U B, 99 BT IR & BT & TREIUITeHD
I£=T B USIgd ST d110¢, 7 [ FHER|

Second, the HC’s decision rests primarily on the prima facie inapplicability of Section 5(c)
of the POCSO Act and the period of incarceration already undergone.

W, 8T8 D1 1 fAvig oga: Pocso T | &Y 4RT 5(c) &1 WuH TwaT SIgugeadr 3R
Ugd ¥ YT Y HRIGTE B afy 1R Semid g

However, the SC has held that in cases involving life imprisonment, ‘suspension of
sentence’ under Section 389 CrPC requires the appellate court to assess whether the
convict has a fair chance of acquittal.

gTaiteh, G B A FH51 ¢ [ 3Mefia SR a1 TTHal § CrPC Pt URT 389 & dIgd THlT
e 91 81 Toar ¢ o9 Sdiela araTerd I8 Sfdhad ®R o fgad & a’t g1 3t aafd®
HUTGT 5|

Recently, in Chhotelal Yadav vs. State of Jharkhand (2025), the apex court set aside a
‘suspension of sentence’, holding that in life imprisonment cases, suspension is warranted
only where the convict demonstrates a palpable or gross error in the trial court’s judgment
sufficient to show that the appeal may succeed and result in acquittal.

B9 81 H, DA UTed I9TH FARGS Y (2025) H, Jaiwd Ay = |9l fHead &) e
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FRA gU HTT b 3HTolia HRIAN & Tt § fFAds aut Ifid § ow graa w1 & fofa & @ ar
TR 3fe 8, o erdier & a8 @19 1 e fea |

¢ In Sengar’s case, the HC ought to have examined whether the non-applicability of Section
5(c) would lead to his complete acquittal.

TR & ATHA H, §TS DI S T8 WG AT AT S UIRT 5(c) B SIUgaFar o1 39 gu
FY J T B P 3MYR e 3|

e Further, in Shivani Tyagi vs. State of Uttar Pradesh (2024), the SC clarified that long
incarceration alone cannot justify ‘suspension of sentence’ in life imprisonment cases.
% Sffafkad, Rart @it 3919 3R U= W (2024) & Jiw Fid A Wy fHan i dan
PRITR AT 3ol BRI b HHA! H T fAEaT BT YR 51 &7 Febell|

¢ Inthe same vein, in Jamna Lal vs. State of Rajasthan (2025), involving a POCSO
conviction carrying a 20-year sentence, the SC set aside an order suspending sentence,
holding that once the trial court has found the victim to be a minor, such a finding cannot be
lightly unsettled at the suspension stage.

SN HH H, SHAT AT IHTH ST Y (2025) H, ST8T POCSO & T8d 20 I9 P Il 2t
Tt B¢ A ToT Fea & SIS P IE HRd gU HTT [ od ¢ad BHic Uifed BI A1aTienT qH
1 g, ) FIeasT TR R 39 156 &1 gewb | 6] Sadl off qhdl|

e Third, the HC should have accorded greater weight to the undisputed record of intimidation
and violence, including the survivor’s father’s death, alleged witness tampering, and the
exceptional security measures required during trial.

W, 318 B F) ymt 3R fFar & Ffdarg Rl o oiftres Ae@ 31 anfew ur, foraw difgar
gﬁwﬁw,%ﬂﬁ@a 3R gHeH & SR MaS fa=w e yaey ida
|

What is next?

3T T2

e The HC’s literal interpretation highlights a statutory framework that recognises authority
only when formally mentioned, not when exercised through entrenched political power, as
seen in the definition of “public servant.”

TS BIC DI WP RS TP T AP &1d Bl JATR il § Sl Il DI Ppad a9 =il
d1 § 99 98 SNu=niie ¥u A uRHitd g1, 7 f& 99 5ia 9 ot g3 voifae ufdd & w0 o
T &Y, O b “aites aep” 1 uRmer F o 1

e This limitation is legislatively inherited, not judicially created.
5 W1 faurl U @ Rred & freft 3, 7 5 =anfie wu @ Al

o While legality and justice often align, they do not always converge.

BTdlTes BT 3R =TT SRR Uah fo=N & 9ad ¢, 3 g0 b faig W 18 frerd |

e Beyond legal questions, the case also exposes how the criminal justice system operates for
survivors of sexual violence.

HT vl B W, g8 Arar a8 it fearar g f 9 i & fifsal & fow smurifres =ama
FUTTSlt B BT el 5

o lItlays bare the fact that, in reality, the fundamental right of equality before law and equal
protection of laws under Article 14 of our Constitution is not truly treated as equal for
every individual.

g 39 T8 &1 IONR HR ¢ [ arad & gAR AU & 3¢ 14 & d8d BT & THE
TUTAT 3R G W& BT g ARPR R Afad & e 96 9 | arg =81 gl

e Yet, these courageous survivors bear the cost not to vindicate the system, but to reveal its
limits and expand justice for all.

5 1R, T wreet Wifed ug Fiaad srar &) &l 5evH & forw 78, afcss 3Tt WA ISR
Wﬁwﬁ%ﬁmmﬁwwmﬁ%%uﬂaﬂﬁ%l
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1.

M.P. Cong. claims national water conservation award won with Al
images; teachers issued notice

.. ST T raT: T3S TR | ST 77 AP e A& [RDR;
gt o Aifew st

M.P. Cong. claims national water conservation award won with Al images;

M.P. Cong. claims national water
conservation award won with
Al images; teachers issued notice

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

At least 20 teachers, includ-
ing the District Education
Officer (DEO), have been
served notices in Madhya
Pradesh’s Khandwa for al-
legedly uploading Al-gener-
ated images as part of a wa-
ter conservation project
after the Congress alleged
that the civic body won a
national award based on
fake images.

On Monday, State Con-
gress president Jitu Patwari
accused Madhya Pradesh
government of corruption,
claiming that the Khandwa
district administration won
the national water conser-
vation award using Al-gen-
erated images.

Khandwa district admi-
nistration, however, reject-
ed the allegations.

The district had secured
first place for outstanding
work in water conservation

teachers issued notice

M.P. Congress chief Jitu Patwari

under the Centre’s ‘Jal San-
chay, Jan Bhagidari’ (JSJB)
campaign.

“Where the BJP govern-
ment should teach our chil-
dren the proper use of Al it
is itself indulging in corrup-
tion using AL In Khandwa,
officials of the BJP govern-
ment turned two-foot-deep
pits into wells using Al, and
uploaded Al-generated im-
ages of various develop-
ment works across the area
on the portal. Based on
these images, they even
took an award from the
President,” Mr. Patwari

said in a post on X.

“When the ground reali-
ty came to light, fields and
empty grounds were found
there. Clearly, this was not
water conservation, but a
game of technology-creat-
ed images,” he claimed, al-
leging that even corruption
had become “smart under
the BJP government”.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Jila Panchayat CEQ Nagar-
jun B. Gowda denied the
charges.

“In June, a team from
the Ministry of Jal Shakti
conducted physical verifi-
cation of more than 1,500
random sites. The award
was declared after all the
scrutiny,” he added.

The CEO added that the
JSJB portal was closed
about six months ago and
the Al-generated images
were posted on the Catch
the Rain portal in October
for information, education

and campaign purposes.
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e The district had secured first place for outstanding work in water conservation under the
Centre’s ‘Jal Sanchay, Jan Bhagidari’ (JSJB) campaign.
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1. | SAARC leader Khaleda Zia had a constant engagement with India’s
neighbourhood

TP a1 Wiferer foraT &1 YRd & USI & 91y AR o819 81

2. | A multipolar world with bipolar characteristics

feydia faiyarsit arer agyda fay

3. | Between the Begums, a bitter rivalry, vengeful past

T & o, Hodl uldgledr, ufa=me W=7 st

SAARC leader Khaleda Zia had a constant
engagement with India’s neighbourhood

From finding a mention as the wife of Bangladesh President in the diplomatic records of a 1979 banquet to hosting the Indian Prime Minister in SAARC summits, the

Bangladeshi leader has a long history of interactions with the Indian leadership: her last noted interaction with Indian leadership was in 2015 when she met Modi in Dhaka

Kallol Bh: herjee

h

mily and Indira

NEW DELHI

part from deposed
A Prime  Minister
Sheikh Hasina,

Khaleda Zia was the only
Prime Minister from Ban-
gladesh whose political
and institutional interac-
tions with the Indian lea-
dership stretched back to
the 1970s and continued
till the 21st century.

Begum Zia, as she was
known to the people of
Bangladesh, started her
public life as the spouse of
then President of Bangla-
desh General Ziaur Rah-
man, and she was a wit-
ness to the diplomacy
between India and Bangla-
desh during a difficult pe-
riod in the 1970s.

Ms. Zia first found men-
tion in Indian diplomatic
records when Prime Minis-
ter Morarji Desai acknow-
ledged her presence dur-
ing a banquet in Dhaka
during his visit to Bangla-
desh on April 16, 1979.

It was a visit that took
place during a rough patch
in bilateral relations. Just
three-and-a-half years ago,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
was assassinated in Dhaka
along with most of his fa-

Gandhi, a well-wisher of
Mujib, was out of power af-
ter being overthrown in
the 1977 election.

Earlier, President Nilam
Sanjiva Reddy had held a
banquet for President Rah-
man on December 19, 1977,
when he visited Delhi
(without Ms. Zia) and was
welcomed at the New Delhi
airport by Desai.

The Rahmans were met
by Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi when they became
the first foreign guests that
Indira met after being
sworn into office for her
last term in office in Janu-
ary 1980. The high-level vi-
sits between the two sides
came at a sensitive period
during 1977-1980 as Sheikh
Hasina, one of the two sur-
viving children of the slain
Mujib, was based in India
during this time. As rela-
tions improved between
the two sides after Presi-
dent Rahman’s meeting
with Indira, Ms. Hasina re-
turned to Bangladesh on
May 17, 1981.

On May 30, 1981, Presi-
dent Rahman was assassi-
nated in a failed military
coup while he was on a vi-
sit to Chittagong. Hearing
of the violent death, Indira
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Rich history: Former Prime Minister of Bangladesh Khaleda Zia

former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. ANI/FILEPHOTO

said, “The shocking assas-
sination of President Ziaur
Rahman shows the insta-
bility which many develop-
ing countries are facing.
We in India are vigilant and
shall take all necessary
steps to safeguard our
interests.”

First woman PM

In the first six months of
1991, the subcontinent wit-
nessed several shockers.
On April 29, Bangladesh
was hit by one of the most
destructive cyclones in his-
tory of the region and then
on May 21, as India was get-

ting ready for the election,
former Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi was assassinat-
ed. But prior to these deve-
lopments, on March 20,
Ms. Zia took charge as the
first female Prime Minister
of Bangladesh.

On March 7, 1991, the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
had said, “Any government
in Bangladesh as much as
any government in India,
realises the importance of
good relations between the
two neighbours. We had
welcomed the return of de-
mocracy, when the results
of the elections were an-
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9971932488
: patrioticias.in
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with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and

nounced a few days ago,
and expressed our hope
and intention to work with
Bangladesh, to strengthen
our bilateral relations,
based on our mutual na-
tional interests.”

India, like Bangladesh,
was witnessing a transition
and the outreach therefore
was aimed at ensuring a
working relationship with
Prime Minister Zia. In the
last week of May 1992, Ms.
Zia was hosted by Prime
Minister PV. Narasimha
Rao. She made it clear that
SAARC, a dream project of
her late husband, was

Padleyganj

She was a witness to
diplomacy between
India and Bangladesh
during a difficult
period in the 1970s

close to her heart.

Next year, during April
10-11,1993, Rao visited Dha-
ka when Ms. Zia hosted the
seventh SAARC summit
and welcomed the King of
Bhutan Jigme Singye Wang-
chuck; President of Mal-
dives Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom; Nepal Prime Mi-
nister Girija Prasad Koirala;
Prime Minister Nawaz Sha-
rif of Pakistan and the Sri
Lankan President Ranas-
inghe Premadasa. What
made this outreach signifi-
cant was that India and
Bangladesh tried to put re-
lations back on track after
the regional tension spiked
because of the demolition
of Babri Masjid by Hindu
karsevaks in Ayodhya.

Despite the tension, ties
were maintained during
this time and next year
when a cyclone hit Bangla-
desh, India reached out
with relief.

In her second full-
fledged term during 2001-
2006, the Gujarat riots of

2002 cast a shadow on bi-
lateral ties and that apart,
India’s concerns on terro-
rism and insurgency did
not attract sufficient atten-
tion from desh.

Yet, before the onset of
political uncertainty in the
second half of 2006, Ms.
Zia visited India and held
talks with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and
signed a revised trade
pact. Prior to that, she had
hosted the 13th SAARC
summit in November
2005. Her last visit to India
took place during October
28-November 3, 2012,
when she was the Leader
of the Opposition in the Ja-
tiya Sansad.

She met Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. She
started that trip by meet-
ing her counterpart, then
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Sushma
Swaraj.

Her last noted interac-
tion with the Indian lea-
dership was in June 2015
when she came to Hotel
Sonargaon in  Dhaka
where Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi met several
Bangladeshi leaders after
the India-Bangladesh Land
Boundary Agreement was
sealed.
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SAARC leader Khaleda Zia had a constant engagement with India’s
neighbourhood

TP a1 Wiferer foraT &1 YRd & IS & 914 R J81d 381

SAARC leader Khaleda Zia had a constant enge}gement with India’s neighbourhood
T AT WfereT For ST URA & TS & W1y AR Je1a @l

From finding a mention as the wife of Bangladesh President in the diplomatic records of a
1979 banquet to hosting the Indian Prime Minister in SAARC summits, the Bangladeshi
leader has a long history of interactions with the Indian leadership; her last noted interaction
with Indian leadership was in 2015 when she met Modi in Dhaka

1979 & UIS & FHelfas SHfieral H TR & APUfd B Il & T H Iooid g Ah A1
RReR IWeA § WRAT UTH 31 AT db, IR AdT BT HRAHT Aqed & 91 ddl
gw%; YRATT AJd & 1Y IT HfaH Ieara-1g U 2015 T Tt H Mt ¥ JarhTd &
g3l

Apart from deposed Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Khaleda Zia was the only Prime
Minister from Bangladesh whose political and institutional interactions with the Indian
leadership stretched back to the 1970s and continued till the 21st century.

Uegd WUTHHAT G g1 & a1, @iferer forar Sares &1 Ted gumEst off fSH®t
w@@?ﬂuﬁaaé?wuﬂﬁw 3R YRITTA ST 1970 F SRP F Y& SR 2131 9l a&

I

Begum Zia, as she was known to the people of Bangladesh, started her public life as the
spouse of then President of Bangladesh General Ziaur Rahman, and she was a witness to
the dlplomacy between India and Bangladesh during a dlucult perlod in the 19705

SIATGRI P o-al & ST foram & A1 & S o4 aTell, 361+ 31U AIasi-dh oiia- dab e
AT & APUfd TR FARITSY Y 3 Udl & FU H Y 41, 3R 1970 & &P & T
H3H GR & UIRT 3R TSR & o9 Heiita Bt areft & |

Ms. Zia Crst found mention in Indian diplomatic records when Prime Minister Morariji

Desai acknowledged her presence during a banquet in Dhaka during his visit to Bangladesh
on April 16, 1979.

g2 o o1 Ug el I URAg e-ifae srftal & ad fire ofg et diRet durs 3
16 3riie 1979 H! FCATSRT AT & GRH STHT H STARTA 1iiet H 370! Iuffd &) Wi faar|
It was a visit that took place during a rough patch in bilateral relations.

Ig g fguelia Hael & Uh i3 IR & IR g3 |

Just three-and-a-half years ago, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was assassinated in Dhaka along
with most of his family members and Indira Gandhi, a well-wisher of Mujib, was out of power
after being overthrown in the 1977 election.

Ryth W1 < 99 U5, [E YeltgR g0 3! eTdhT H 370 UG GRARS! & MY §AT HR
& 7S off SR Yol 31 gufRiae sfeRT et 1977 F TATa T T J T1ER 81 TS |

Earlier, President Nilam Sanjiva Reddy had held a banquet for President Rahman on
December 19, 1977, when he visited Delhi (without Ms. Zia) and was welcomed at the New
Delhi airport by Desai.

39 U, e Hefta ¥E1 A 19 fAHR 1977 1 APUfS T & forg HIsT S
T o1, 919 3 3MQ & (gt foran & fomm) SR 78 el gaTs 33 R S71ep1 W 4TS A
fopam |

The Rahmans were met by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi when they became the [rst
foreign guests that Indira met after being sworn into oce for her last term in January 1980.

YU gufa & wuTE $fewr widh 3 99 o ot o9 d Sast 1980 F 3o sifad drfeta
& o 3oy A9 & STe e arel g faceht sifaf a1

The high-level visits between the two sides came at a sensitive period during 1977-1980 as
Sheikh Hasina, one of the two surviving children of the slain Mujib, was based in India during
this time.

S Uefl & o IeRaig I 1977-1980 & deg=Nd GR H g3 aifes AR T qoiid &1 ¢
Sifad dar & 4 U Wra g1 39 90T YRA H T8 et o
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As relations improved between the two sides after President Rahman’s meeting with
Indira, Ms. Hasina returned to Bangladesh on May 17, 1981.
APt TEH ST ST T JeAbId & a1 Qi1 &R b Hay Ger 3R 17 A% 1981 D1 goft g1
CILS I USRI
On May 30, 1981, President Rahman was assassinated in a failed military coup while he
was on a visit to Chittagong.
T:rsgws’ 1981 P! fRreiia I & SR T SHd 90 qedaeie § JIPUTY TG B 5 B &l
I

Hearing of the violent death, Indira said, “The shocking assassination of President Ziaur
Rahman shows the instability which many developing countries are facing. We in India are
V|g|lant and shall take all necessary steps to safeguard our interests.”

B WER GABR T A g1, APl FrarsR TEHH &1 bl drell 3T 39 SRR
ﬁm%gmwﬁﬁmmmq%%l YR § 89 9d® § IR 30 gl &1 &
& forg it saxa® dHeH SaTd|”

First woman PM

g Afge AT

In the [Irst six months of 1991, the subcontinent withessed several shockers.
1991 & UEA B8 He I H SUHGTET 3 $s Fch |

On April 29, Bangladesh was hit by one of the most destructive cyclones in history of the
region and then on May 21, as India was getting ready for the election, former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated.

29 30 B! TATRT & & e & T e RY Tsharal # ¥ Ue J gHIfad gor ok fR
21 U3 &I, 9§ UIRd TATd B R I 8T AT, Gd WeTe=t Irefta ek &) g 2 < 12|
But prior to these developments, on March 20, Ms. Zia took charge as the Lrst female Prime
Minister of Bangladesh.

Qfes 31 geTel ¥ Ugd, 20 | $I, ot fn = Fivare=r &1 ugdt Afgar yurwst & w0
TGHR FHTaT|

On March 7, 1991, the Ministry of External ATairs had said, “Any government in
Bangladesh as much as any government in India, realises the importance of good relations
between the two neighbours.”

7 A4 1991 &1 fIGRT HATETT A BT YT, “TRATGRT B Blg H TBR Ia-1 81 fora-1 HIRd B!
Pz ff ReR, TH TSIl & o9 3 Jaei & A & JHg g 17
“We had welcomed the return of democracy, when the results of the elections were
announced a few days ago, and expressed our hope and intention to work with Bangladesh,
to strengthen our bilateral relations, based on our mutual national interests.”

T $@ e Ugal gATa aRkomy 9iftd g IR Aidhds & aTuRil 1 WITd faa AT 3R SiaTeRT
%muﬁwmﬁq&ﬂuwﬁﬁ ot ST fRrell & SMYR TR Aol PR BT S1=M SR
M e < At
India, like Bangladesh, was witnessing a transition and the outreach therefore was aimed at
ensuring a working relationship with Prime Minister Zia.

YR, FIATSRT &1 R, URTd & SR F ToR 38T AT 3R U Tudh &1 I5xa ger=w= forar
& Y BRI e GG BT 4T
In the last week of May 1992, Ms. Zia was hosted by Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao.
w1902 ¥ 3ifam e B, ot R % Ao e @ &, =R 7@ 3 #

She made it clear that SAARC, a dream project of her late husband, was close to her heart.
I Ty o b I fedrd ufd ) Ty ufkaierT |1dh 3% fed & e B

Next year, during April 10-11, 1993, Rao visited Dhaka when Ms. Zia hosted the seventh
SAARC summit and welcomed the King of Bhutan Jigme Singye Wangchuck; President
of Maldives Maumoon Abdul Gayoom; Nepal Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala;
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan and the Sri Lankan President Ranasinghe
Premadasa.

AT T 10-11 3T 1993 HI T A BT BT QR b, oid it forar = Arad a1 Rraw
HHE B ASEH B 3R Y™ & el Rord R aivge; aredta & ryufa /g sisga
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What made this outreach significant was that India and Bangladesh tried to put relations
back on track after the regional tension spiked because of the demolition of Babri Masjid by
Hindu karsevaks in Ayodhya.

39 Tud P! Agayul g arelt o1d I8 2 foh URa SR Sivare R A srten § fig sRAaw!
BRI JTa} AfEg TRTT oH § §¢ 8510 a1 & a1¢ el Bl Ul TR A B BIRY Bl

Despite the tension, ties were maintained during this time and next year when a cyclone hit
Bangladesh, India reached out with relief.

TTd & SaolE 39 At & Yeey F970 TG 7T 3R ST 9N oId SATSRT H TehdTd ST, df YRd
A M8d & 1Y 1Y I

In her second full-_ledged term during 2001-2006, the Gujarat riots of 2002 cast a shadow

on bilateral ties and that apart, India’s concerns on terrorism and insurgency did not
attract sufficient attention from Bangladesh.

2001-2006 % SR 30 gER Yuf wrferal &, 2002 F ot <31 A fguehy weeN wR g e
3R D AT ATAHATE 3R IAAIG TR HR DI fAdTell &1 IS 4 Tare & e e
Yet, before the onset of political uncertainty in the second half of 2006, Ms. Zia visited India
and held talks with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and signed a revised trade pact.

oz 1ft, 2006 F TR TR H Ierifae fAfaar = 1 3 ugd, It S/ ¥ HRd &1 SR1
T SR A AHTed i T aral of quT SfYd R R R bl
Prior to that, she had hosted the 13th SAARC summit in November 2005.

38 Ugd, 3617 Tde 2005 F 133 Grh RRER e &1 Aoiar 31 ot

Her last visit to India took place during October 28—November 3, 2012, when she was the
Leader of the Opposition in the Jatiya Sansad.

YR &1 Id! S T 28 Sfagar-3 TdaR 2012 & GRM g3, 99 98 ATdIg Iwg o faues
Bt ar |

She met Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.

I5H Ut A Rig 9 oo &t

She started that trip by meeting her counterpart, then Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Sushma Swaraj.

IR I AT DI YFSTA O FHBE, T ATHAHT | [AU& BT AT AT TR I JaAb1d
BB |

Her last noted interaction with the Indian leadership was in June 2015 when she came to
Hotel Sonargaon in Dhaka where Prime Minister Narendra Modi met several Bangladeshi
leaders after the India-Bangladesh Land Boundary Agreement was sealed.

HRART Aqed & 1Y 3] A IJeai@-11g Hueh S 2015 H §3f1, Ofd I8 &THT & gl
ARG ugsl, gl HRd-aiere=r Y WA JHehdar Iud 819 & a1¢ Tur=aE g Mdt 3
% STl Adrel § garhTd Bl
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A multipolar world with bipolar characteristics

§ 2025 draws to a close, a highlight is

that the United States has undertaken

its largest troop mobilisation in the

Caribbean in decades. Its Navy has
deployed its most advanced aircraft carrier, along
with fighter jets, amphibious vessels, attack
submarines and tens of thousands of troops, as it
intensifies its pressure on Venezuela in an effort
to force President Nicolas Maduro from power.

The Trump administration’s National Security
Strategy (NSS), released in early December 2025,
identifies Latin America and the Caribbean as a
strategic priority. Reviving the 19th century
Monroe Doctrine, the document asserts that the
U.S. must deny influence or control by outside
powers (read China) in Latin America and ensure
that the Western Hemisphere remains under
American political, economic and military
influence.

The push to reinforce American primacy in
Latin America coincides with U.S. President
Donald Trump’s waning interest in Europe,
another long-standing U.S. sphere of influence.
Since the end of the Second World War, the U.S.
has served as Europe’s primary security
guarantor. If Washington kept western Europe
together through a tightly knit alliance during the
Cold War, it expanded this security umbrella to
eastern Europe after the disintegration of the
Soviet Union, creating a large transatlantic bloc.
Under Mr. Trump, however, the U.S. is no longer
interested in shouldering the burden of European
security — a position explicitly articulated in the
NSS. Why is America, at a moment when Russia
and China are seeking to overturn the U.S.-built
and U.S.-led security and economic order,
stepping back from Europe while moving to
consolidate its influence in the Western
Hemisphere?

It is difficult to discern a cohesive doctrine in
Mr. Trump’s foreign policy, marked by the
President’s impulses and unpredictability. Yet,
even these impulses, this unpredictability and his
ideological orientation rooted in Christian
nationalism and America’s might cannot ignore
the structural shifts reshaping the international
order. Mr. Trump is not the ‘President of peace’
that he claims to be — he has already bombed six
countries, even if he has stopped short of a
full-scale war.

At the same time, Mr. Trump, despite his
rhetoric about American military and economic
dominance, recognises that he no longer lives in a
unipolar world. His reluctant aggression and
strategic recalibration are reflections of the
changes now taking shape in the global balance of
power.

Three great powers

When the Soviet Union disintegrated in 1991, a
new order emerged with the U.S. at its centre.
There was no other great power positioned to
challenge American primacy. The unipolar
moment, however, has since passed. While future
historians may better identify the precise point of

The three

great powers
understand that
the world is

no longer
organised
around

a single centre
of authority

rupture, one such moment was Russia’s
annexation of Crimea in 2014. The ensuing
contflict in eastern Ukraine, the tepid western
response, and Russia’s ability to endure despite
sanctions reinforced the limits of the ‘rules-based
order’.

The end of unipolarity, however, does not
mean the end of American dominance. The U.5.
remains, and will remain, for the foreseeable
future, the world’s pre-eminent military and
economic power. What has changed is that
‘Washington is no longer the sole great power
shaping geopolitical outcomes. China and Russia
now occupy that space as well, deepening what
Realist thinkers describe as the inherently
anarchic nature of the international system.

During the Cold War, the Soviet Union was
America’s principal rival, and in the 1970s,
‘Washington reached out to China to exploit
fissures within the communist bloc. Today, the
U.S. identifies China as its principal and systemic
challenger. This, in turn, leaves open the
possibility of a reset in ties with Russia — an idea
embraced by Mr. Trump’s MAGA (Make America
Great Again) ideologues, who frame Russia as
part of a shared “Christian civilisation’.

The reigning power versus the rising power
The U.S. faces a unique challenge in China. The
Soviet economy, in its prime in the early 1970s,
reached about 57% of the U.S. GDP, before it
began slowing down. China’s economy, now the
world’s second largest, already amounts to about
66% of the U.S. economy. China continues to
grow at a faster pace, steadily narrowing the gap.

As China’s economic power expands, it is
being converted into military capability (it has
already built the world’s largest Navy, by number
of ships). Like other great powers, Beijing is
seeking to establish regional hegemony and
global dominance. So, a prolonged contest
between the U.S., the reigning power, and China,
the rising power, appears unavoidable. The
situation is comparable to 19th century Europe,
when a rising imperial Germany threatened to
upstage Britain during Pax Britannica, unsettling
the ‘Concert of Europe’.

Russia is the weakest link among the three
powers. It is a relatively smaller economy with a
shrinking sphere of influence. But Russia’s
nuclear arsenals, expansive geography, abundant
energy and mineral resources and its
demonstrated willingness to use force to achieve
its strategic objectives keep it in the great power
constellation. From Moscow’s perspective, the
country drifted into the wilderness in the 1990s
before announcing its return in 2008 with the
war in Georgia. Since then, it has sought to
rewrite the post-Soviet security architecture in
Europe. As the West, having expanded the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization into the Russian
sphere of influence, responded to Vladimir
Putin’s war in Ukraine with sweeping sanctions
on Russia and military support for Kyiv, Moscow
moved ever closer to China. Russia and China

A multipolar world with bipolar characteristics

ey fa=ivarsi aren sgydta fay

have found common ground in opposing the
western ‘rules-based order” — Russia thinks that
the order denies it its rightful place in the world
and seeks to revise it accordingly, while China, by
contrast, as Rush Doshi argues in The Long Game,
wants to replace it with a China-centric order.

Fluid multipolarity

All three great powers today understand that the
world is no longer organised around a single
centre of authority. In that sense, the world is
already multipolar. But unlike the post-Second
World War and post-Cold War transitions, the
structures of the new order have yet to fully
emerge. During the Cold War, the world was
divided into two ideological blocs and two largely
separate economic systems. Today, China lacks
the kind of satellite state networks that
characterised the 20th century superpowers,
while the U.S. is reassessing the sustainability of
its alliance frameworks, including its
commitment to Europe.

Russia, with its own great power ambitions, is
wary of being seen as a Chinese ally irrespective
of its close strategic partnership with Beijing. This
opens a window for a Washington-Moscow reset.
But the war in Ukraine remains a stumbling
block. Russia may not want to challenge
America’s global leadership, but it certainly wants
to re-establish its primacy in its sphere of
influence.

Thus, there are three great powers with
divergent interests that are pulling the global
order in different directions, rendering the
emerging multipolarity fluid rather than asa
structured system akin to the post-Second World
War order. This also means that middle powers,
including superpower allies such as Japan and
Germany, and autonomous actors such as India
and Brazil, would continue to hedge their bets.

Mr. Trump wants Europe to shoulder greater
responsibility for its own security, reset relations
with Russia and reassert American primacy in its
immediate neighbourhood even as Washington
prepares for a prolonged great power
competition with China. The idea is to return to
the classic offshore balancing. Even if Mr. Trump
fails in executing it, future American Presidents
may not be able to ignore the shifts that he has
initiated. Russia, for its part, seeks to carve out a
sphere of influence. China aims to preserve its
close strategic partnership with Russia to keep
the Eurasian landmass within its orbit, while
establishing regional hegemony in East and
Southeast Asia — moves that would cement its
status as a long-term superpower, much as the
U.S. did by asserting its hegemony in the Western
Hemisphere in the 19th century, and across the
Atlantic in the 20th century. In this fluid
landscape, Russia has emerged as the new ‘swing
great power’ between the two superpowers,
paradoxically lending the emerging multipolar
order a distinctly bipolar character.

stanlyjohny@thehindu.co.in

o As 2025 draws to a close, a highlight is that the United States has undertaken its largest
troop mobilisation in the Caribbean in decades.

SHA-S1r 2025 FATTCA &1 3R TG 16T 8, T YW I Ig ¢ o Ggad Tod FARET o geret A

AT 7 379 Fad 7 =7 AT Hr g
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Its Navy has deployed its most advanced aircraft carrier, along with fighter jets,
amphibious vessels, attack submarines and tens of thousands of troops, as it intensifies
its pressure on Venezuela in an effort to force President Nicolas Maduro from power.

3T AT o AT Fa} ool [AATAATES 9, A1 €7 TS ST, IHI=R 9Id, HHACTHRT
fARYera AT T FAT @ g ST Teh|

The Trump administration’s National Security Strategy (NSS), released in early
December 2025, identifies Latin America and the Caribbean as a strategic priority.

€Y TRITHT T IASEIT &I 0MEAe (NSS), St et 2025 #r qearnd 7 5 g, A saRa
3R FRIT 7 v OEfAE TURAFar & 9 & Rfced s

Reviving the 19th century Monroe Doctrine, the document asserts that the U.S. must deny
influence or control by outside powers (read China) in Latin America and ensure that the
Western Hemisphere remains under American political, economic and military
influence.

198t T & RN RAEUTA T I FIA §U, F€ G aram AT & fob IrAReAT o elfest
AR # aredt afFaat & varma ar fa=or (3raTd Her) @i Aeve =i 3R Tg AR e
aIfRT o afRera ateme AR Trorelifae, anfde sk Avr worma & 3reher @

The push to reinforce American primacy in Latin America coincides with U.S. President
Donald Trump’s waning interest in Europe, another long-standing U.S. sphere of influence.

et 3R 7 3RS FEeT 1 AT A 1 Tg T, ARG Aegufay Skeres ga i g
# el B & Gy AT Wl 8, ST 3ARHT T Teh R IRIRD FoT9-877 6T & |

Since the end of the Second World War, the U.S. has served as Europe’s primary security
guarantor.

il frea gaer 1 wfa & 918 ¥, 3R JUT FT 97T FI&T TR & 5

If Washington kept western Europe together through a tightly knit alliance during the Cold
War, it expanded this security umbrella to eastern Europe after the disintegration of the
Soviet Union, creating a large transatlantic bloc.

Ife ofte gaer & SRre arfierest o afRa#t I I v FeeT Toae & ATCTH § Tehole 1T, a
AT e & fauee & S1g 36 38 &I Sl 1 gdf JAT Teh faeare fohar, fSad veh asr
UR-3edfeH salidh aeT|

Under Mr. Trump, however, the U.S. is no longer interested in shouldering the burden of
European security — a position explicitly articulated in the NSS.

greilieh Al €0 o Acea &, ARDT T JIT FI&T F7 AT 33T A 2T AL WAl — Tg o9
NSS & TISC &Y § IFd fohar T g

Why is America, at a moment when Russia and China are seeking to overturn the U.S.-built
and U.S.-led security and economic order, stepping back from Europe while moving to
consolidate its influence in the Western Hemisphere?

U GHY A o9 T 3R Dt 3RE-fafiia sk smfer-aqea are gean va snfdes sqaear &
Al S T T X IQ &, AR AT @ NS 741 g¢ @7 & AR afvesf aend & 3191 gemra

It is difficult to discern a cohesive doctrine in Mr. Trump’s foreign policy, marked by the
President’s impulses and unpredictability.

st 2o iy Rager Aifer 7 Rredt gaeTa Rigeia 31 dgarie Hioa §, St Isgafa S smderefterar 3
sfafRaaar @ RfEaa g1

Yet, even these impulses, this unpredictability and his ideological orientation rooted in
Christian nationalism and America’s might cannot ignore the structural shifts reshaping
the international order.

R off, F 31maeT, I AARadar 3R $uré Tsgarg ot 3ARNEY afFd & g sadhr FafRw
wgfer o AT STTEYT T YoT: IR So ATl WIAATCHS IR hT IACEN 7ET T HehclT|
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e Mr. Trump is not the ‘President of peace’ that he claims to be — he has already bombed
six countries, even if he has stopped short of a full-scale war.

off € ag ‘enifa & Tseufer g & ST F 3 grar A § — 378i Ugd &) O 3T W ATy Hr g,
370 & 3egie Ut 9T & gy & R AT al

o At the same time, Mr. Trump, despite his rhetoric about American military and economic
dominance, recognises that he no longer lives in a unipolar world.

&y &1, AR A 3 3T wepea oX 39N SATHASTSN & Frase, At €7 Ig FIHR A § b
31 gforar waydr T8 W 8

¢ His reluctant aggression and strategic recalibration are reflections of the changes now
taking shape in the global balance of power.

3oTeh! HeTarqol AT 3R TOTefas qodater dRas afda et A SR of & IR
CARIICERS

Three great powers

e A7 afFaar

e When the Soviet Union disintegrated in 1991, a new order emerged with the U.S. at its
centre.

ST 1991 & WifaFd | 1 faTes g1, o JART & g & Teh 775 cHaeqT 33|
o There was no other great power positioned to challenge American primacy.

30 GHY AN g8 T Yol S & U g ey Fwgrar AfFa #Alopg w167 A1
e The unipolar moment, however, has since passed.

gTellTeh, a8 TerydlaT 47197 379 et T &1

o While future historians may better identify the precise point of rupture, one such moment was
Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014.

AT o STAGTHSRR 87el &1 TeoT oh T fdig I dgck &I A g, oifehel THT &1 Teh &70T 2014
# v garT HfAar &1 srftergor an

e The ensuing conflict in eastern Ukraine, the tepid western response, and Russia’s ability
to endure despite sanctions reinforced the limits of the ‘rules-based order’.

58 d1c Gdl Tohet & Y, ITw Y FaAaiR gfafrar, 3k sfaayt & aaee o Fr geeefiaar
o ‘farg-3meaRea sgawar Hr AT FHF 3ER 67|

e The end of unipolarity, however, does not mean the end of American dominance.
gTeilTeh, TREIAIIET T 37cT IANFT YT & 3T T 3 7L B

e The U.S. remains, and will remain, for the foreseeable future, the world’s pre-eminent
military and economic power.

AR e iy e gferar i wafen Aw 3k anfie afFa som @

e What has changed is that Washington is no longer the sole great power shaping
geopolitical outcomes.

S 9l ¥ a8 I8 o arfiarest 319 sreteifas aRumAT @1 3R &t Tl vRHATT AT AT 76T
gl

e China and Russia now occupy that space as well, deepening what Realist thinkers
describe as the inherently anarchic nature of the international system.

319 e 3R T o 38 T W AR §, S aurdard) Reret ganT aftid sarsé yomrelt
$ JafARa 3o Tpfar 3R T A

e During the Cold War, the Soviet Union was America’s principal rival, and in the 1970s,
Washington reached out to China to exploit fissures within the communist bloc.

offer gear & e, e s 3AReT &1 e gfagded ar, 3R 1970 F gerF & arflares o
FHGfAEC selieh o M GIRT T W18 30T o fow et & Fueh forar |
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o Today, the U.S. identifies China as its principal and systemic challenger.
31rst AR, et 1 319w FET HR woelra yfae@ed A g

e This, in turn, leaves open the possibility of a reset in ties with Russia — an idea embraced
by Mr. Trump’s MAGA (Make America Great Again) ideologues, who frame Russia as
part of a shared ‘Christian civilisation’.

$H% IRUTHETET T & AT Tl & Teadareret hl HATa Goicl § — Toh [aR 8 A o &
MAGA (3% AR 3¢ 301) fFaRe 319a1d €, S T 1 9157 SHE 99ar 7 {Ear sard 81

The reigning power versus the rising power

ARG ATFT T4 I Ao

e The U.S. faces a unique challenge in China.
AR 1 et A v RAfse el 1 aer Fe 93 @ e

e The Soviet economy, in its prime in the early 1970s, reached about 57% of the U.S. GDP,
before it began slowing down.

1970 ¥ U Y YIAHTT & 37 Scohy R VAT refegar, IARAY GDP & oaTs1eT 57% ofoh
qg"ﬂ?lézﬁ,sﬂﬁ:aﬁm?rﬁrtﬁ?ﬁaﬁmﬁl

e China’s economy, now the world’s second largest, already amounts to about 66% of the
U.S. economy.

et Y srdeaaeyT, St 319 gfarar FY gEdl a9 &, Tl € HARAY Irdeqa YT & I 66%
& SIS &1 T B

e China continues to grow at a faster pace, steadily narrowing the gap.
AT A T A AT ST T §U & HR AR 3 T FH I 6T ¢

¢ As China’s economic power expands, it is being converted into military capability (it has
already built the world’s largest Navy, by number of ships).

S-S A A 3w AfFT ot &, g =7 avar & gRafda g @ & (STeret f d=ar &
MR T 38 g & gferar &Y oy a8t e 7o S )1

o Like other great powers, Beijing is seeking to establish regional hegemony and global
dominance.

3= AT AfFadl T g, M o sy a<iea 31 3RaF wapea T T @ 81

e So, a prolonged contest between the U.S., the reigning power, and China, the rising
power, appears unavoidable.

sgfoIT FaTee AfFd AN 31T IRt afFd Aie & g v Qdemfars wfaeaat sl gdia
gIan gl

e The situation is comparable to 19th century Europe, when a rising imperial Germany
threatened to upstage Britain during Pax Britannica, unsettling the ‘Concert of Europe’.

Ig Tl 196t F& & TUT & GA §, 519 3R FHTSTATE el o o Forerfovant & et
Rt 3 TR &, FrEd Fheae 3w R 317 & o
¢ Russia is the weakest link among the three powers.
e afFaat 7 w7 g8 FAAR FE T
o ltis arelatively smaller economy with a shrinking sphere of influence.
I Teh JoITcHS &9 § B ardfegawyn §, foraen warma-a19 RAwe @i

e But Russia’s nuclear arsenals, expansive geography, abundant energy and mineral
resources and its demonstrated willingness to use force to achieve its strategic
objectives keep it in the great power constellation.

AfeheT &1 F AT AR, RAEqa slnfas &=, 9w 331 3k @fers garee, qur wefas
3ggedl 1 w1t & fore o vy Y 39 Ry aeuar 30 Age afFd gog & a0 @d ¢

e From Moscow’s perspective, the country drifted into the wilderness in the 1990s before
announcing its return in 2008 with the war in Georgia.
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A€ & GiSeaIoT ¥, 32T 1990 F GUF 7 FTRA T T IAT AT, THA TGl 7o 38T 2008 ¥
ST e o AT A ATy & avor |

Since then, it has sought to rewrite the post-Soviet security architecture in Europe.
a9 G, 30 JUT A STR-WIATT L&A AT 1 ToT el {- e it T JATH Foram g

As the West, having expanded the North Atlantic Treaty Organization into the Russian

sphere of influence, responded to Vladimir Putin’s war in Ukraine with sweeping
sanctions on Russia and military support for Kyiv, Moscow moved ever closer to China.

ST qfREH & ATeY T [aER Y JTa-a17 e fohar 3R senfeafit gfceT & et I o Siare &
TH T ST Ffaer 27 Fra H e garda i, o Aresr e & 3R e o |

Russia and China have found common ground in opposing the western ‘rules-based
order’.

& 3R A F aRas Age-3menRa saawar &1 faRer Fia F ST JTUR 9T B

Russia thinks that the order denies it its rightful place in the world and seeks to revise it
accordingly, while China, by contrast, as Rush Doshi argues in The Long Game, wants to
replace it with a China-centric order.

T T ATAA ¢ o T STaEAT 3N gforar 7 3HarT 3Tora Furer 7€t el 31K a5 39 3egr wanfaa
AT TTElT &, STafeh Het, 38 Ao, Ter Qeft garT The Long Game # T feT 31748, 58
ANA-HET sgaer & yfaeniRa FH&1 aar gl

Fluid multipolarity

e qgerdran

All three great powers today understand that the world is no longer organised around a
single centre of authority.

37T eliell FETeT ATFAAT FHASCA & o6 Gt 31 Uahel |ell-3hg; o STHITH WS o161 o
In that sense, the world is already multipolar.

58 3 A, g vge I & gYRI &

But unlike the post-Second World War and post-Cold War transitions, the structures of
the new order have yet to fully emerge.

Aiferet gfarcer fea Ieer 3R offa Jaer & a1g & FhAUT & AU, 7§ saaeyT iy e v
T G 3HTEAL AT

During the Cold War, the world was divided into two ideological blocs and two largely
separate economic systems.

ot Zeer & e, gferam a dunie el 3R &Y a3 domar wv 3rerer anfd gonferat & fasnfora o

Today, China lacks the kind of satellite state networks that characterised the 20th century
superpowers, while the U.S. is reassessing the sustainability of its alliance frameworks,
including its commitment to Europe.

31met A & g 20t FEY A FAgTITFTAT S 3UAT T Acad LT &, STt HANFT 39
TS gt T REUTAT FT qAHEATERT X G ¢, orae AT & vy swehr fcagerar o anfaer
gl

Russia, with its own great power ambitions, is wary of being seen as a Chinese ally
irrespective of its close strategic partnership with Beijing.

T, 3N AT ATFT AGearwian3it & @y, AifSier & ary ufass oo wEiedt & s,
Hiell FEAN & §9 A S ST T oI TA® o

This opens a window for a Washington—-Moscow reset.

IE FITET-ATEH! TAHAS & foIT U aay @i ¢

But the war in Ukraine remains a stumbling block.

aﬁmu@maﬂga;rwa—sﬁmamgm%l
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Russia may not want to challenge America’s global leadership, but it certainly wants to re-
establish its primacy in its sphere of influence.

T G HARFT & RIF Aqed T Al 461 &l A6, Afehet Ig AT T & 319 wama-
& 7 37T AT I FATRS AT AT 5

Thus, there are three great powers with divergent interests that are pulling the global
order in different directions, rendering the emerging multipolarity fluid rather than a
structured system akin to the post-Second World War order.

g g, RAffiesr Rt arely et AgTer afFaar dRaw saawyT 1 3rerer-3raer femst & i @ &,
forerdr 3aRely agydiaar g faea FeewR saawyT SE SR JomTel & Soiry aXe oo ST
gl

This also means that middle powers, including superpower allies such as Japan and
Germany, and autonomous actors such as India and Brazil, would continue to-hedge their
bets.

g Ig oY 37 § for \eg afdadr, ad agrfea ggaeh S amare 3 s, aur s
FffSar S s 3 amefier enfdier 8, sraet fasrew gat Wil

Mr. Trump wants Europe to shoulder greater responsibility for its own security, reset
relations with Russia and reassert American primacy in its immediate neighbourhood
even as Washington prepares for a prolonged great power competition with China.

ot €9 ATE § o T 3791 gRam 1 it e 3070, w0 & A1y wayl 1 gAier &
3R et & a1y QdwIfaw Fger afFd yfaraut 1 R & T 39 archifas 92 A AR
FaEa 1 T & T Y|

The idea is to return to the classic offshore balancing.
3CaRT FATAS ATHAR dATHT 1 7R e g

Even if Mr. Trump fails in executing it, future American Presidents may not be able to
ignore the shifts that he has initiated.

ol €1 A €9 38 o] A A B T8, HIAST & 3ARAY wegafer 377k gan % v are
gRadal A1 HASHY 76T HT qreT|

Russia, for its part, seeks to carve out a sphere of influence.

T 3T R & T F Teh TH1G-837 ITeaT I8 &

China aims to preserve its close strategic partnership with Russia to keep the Eurasian
landmass within its orbit, while establishing regional hegemony in East and Southeast
Asia.

et T & J1Y 9= uferss s Argier S AT @A TEdT § difeh IRATE spymer 3T
THIG-87 7 ¢, 1 & 94 31T gfaor-qd vl 7 &y adea st w0 a6
These moves would cement its status as a long-term superpower, much as the U.S. did by

asserting its hegemony in the Western Hemisphere in the 19th century, and across the
Atlantic in the 20th century.

Y FgH 3T DeFifas AGAFT & TT & TURAT F9T, & 3T & 3T 3ARFT 7 1947 T &
gfRer# atemer # 31t 204t @<t F redifed IR 39T aIEg T AT A

In this fluid landscape, Russia has emerged as the new ‘swing great power’ between the
two superpowers, paradoxically lending the emerging multipolar order a distinctly bipolar
character.

$H e URGRT H, ¥ &Y Agrafaaat & 7 75 ‘Rger Ager afFT & FHF 39, A
farememeh w7 & 3l agYAT TTEYT FI UF TISE GRAYAT TR FeT F B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3o



e
b

patriotic

Path
www.patrio

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Between the Begums, a bitter rivalry, vengeful past

With former Bangladesh Prime Minister and BNP leader Khaleda Zia's

assing, her decades-long feud with Sheikh Hasina, another former PM and Awami League leader, who is now in exile in India,

will also be put to rest; during the ‘Battle of the Begums, the two women leaders alternated in power, taking turns to prosecute each other and trade accusations of orchestrating violent attacks

NEWS ANALYSIS

Suhasini Haidar

n the years that their
l public rivalry was
most bitter, few could
have predicted such an
end to the ‘Battle of the Be-
gums’ in Bangladesh. With
former Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia’s passing, her
decades-long feud with
former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, now in ex-
ile in India, will also be put
to rest. During that time,
the two women alternated
tenures in power, taking
turns to prosecute the oth-
er, and accusing each oth-
er of orchestrating violent
attacks on the other.
Condoling her death on
Tuesday, Ms. Hasina is-
sued a statement extolling

Ms. Zia’s contribution to
establishing democracy in
Bangladesh. Those words
hark back to the late 1980s
where the two ‘Begums’
had last worked together —
one the daughter of the
slain founder of the coun-
try Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, and the other the wi-
dow of his successor Gen.
Ziaur Rehman, who was al-
so assassinated, six years
after Mujib.

United against military

Both Mujib and Gen. Zia
had fought on the same
side during Bangladesh’s
war of liberation. Ms. Hasi-
na and Khaleda, the lead-
ers of the Awami League
and the Bangladesh Na-
tional Party (BNP), respec-
tively, fought on the same
side just once, to oust the
autocratic President, Gen.

Muhammad Ershad (1982-
1990) from power. They
both boycotted the 1988
elections, when Ershad’s
Jatiya Party won a whop-
ping and obviously manu-
factured mandate of 251
out of 300 seats.

As women, the two
leaders could not be more
different — Ms. Hasina lived
with the grief of losing her
entire family, and was a
scrappy politician, not
afraid of taking her battle
to the streets.

Zia, who also lived with
the grief of her husband’s
assassination at  their
home, described herself as
a “shy housewife” of a mil-
itary officer, ruled more
from her living room,
while her party men hit the
streets. Both engendered
the undying loyalty of her
followers.

Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda Zia allied once against Gen. Ershad in
1990, ending his autocracy before their rivalry began. ap/PTi

Gen. Ershad eventually
agreed to step down in
1990, in the face of massive
pro-democracy ~ protests
held jointly by the Awami
League and the BNP, pav-
ing the way for free and fair
elections. In the elections
in 1991, the BNP won and
Khaleda Zia became Ban-

gladesh’s  first woman
Prime Minister, and Sheikh
Hasina the leader of the
Opposition, while Gen. Er-
shad was imprisoned on
corruption charges. One of
her first actions as PM was
to turn Bangladesh into a
parliamentary democracy,
diluting the power of the

President of the country.

PM Zia did not, howev-
er, reverse the Islamisation
of Bangladeshi politics that
had followed after Sheikh
Mujib, including the shift
away from a secular repu-
blic to an Islamic one, that
Gen. Ershad enshrined
through a Constitutional
amendment. As relations
with  Sheikh  Hasina
soured, Zia grew more be-
holden to Jamaat-e-Islami.
This also strained ties bet-
ween India and Bangla-
desh during Zia’s tenures,
as training camps for extre-
mist groups targeting India
began to grow.

As it became clear that
Zia would not prosecute
Mujib’s killers, and was
even gaining political sup-
port from them, Ms. Hasi-
na began to target her
more directly. The entire

Opposition resigned from
Parliament and decided to
boycott general elections
held in February 1996,
which Zia won with ease as
a result. Zia regretted the
election almost imme-
diately, saying in an inter-
view to this correspondent
that she had pleaded with
Ms. Hasina to reconsider
the boycott.

Awami League protests
followed, forcing Zia to
step down in less than a
month, and Ms. Hasina
won the next election a few
months later. In 2001, the
tables turned again, with
Zia being elected back to
power, and in 2008 Ms.
Hasina returned to power.

Fall of Hasina

When Ms. Hasina had to
flee the country in August
2024, something Zia pred-

icted would happen, the
rivalry endured, and the
BNP welcomed the convic-
tion and death sentence
that was handed down to
Ms. Hasina in absentia in
November this year.
Reports suggested the
BNP was preparing to field
her as a candidate in the
coming elections in Febru-

ary.

With her death, and Ms.
Hasina’s exile, Bangladesh
now faces an election with-
out either of its two Be-
gums. The real beneficiar-
ies then are Bangladesh’s
radical Islamists and fun-
damentalists seeking to
overthrow centrist politics
in the country. The ques-
tion is whether their par-
ties can chart a different
course in the future, or
continue down the same
vengeful path.

Between the Begums, a bitter rivalry, vengeful past

4THI & o, Hedl dafedr, ufasny & =7 srdid

Between the Begums, a bitter rivalry, vengeful past
STTHI & ot gdl Ufcgfed, TicRny & R fdld
With former Bangladesh Prime Minister and BNP leader Khaleda Zia’s passing, her
decades-long feud with Sheikh Hasina, another former PM and Awami League leader, who
is now in exile in India, will also be put to rest; during the ‘Battle of the Begums’, the two
women leaders alternated in power, taking turns to prosecute each other and trade
accusations of orchestrating violent attacks
U4 SiATeRT &1 qeraat iR dieadt Aar wferer forn & Hem & Ty, g g, U o
qd g SR rarHt okt Aar, S @ wRa ® fafea o €, & Wy 3w gxre! gRE gREet
ot T 1 STl ST Y deTs’ & SR, S Afgar Adrelf 7w § a-aRt § = fasa,
THh-gIR W Ghed Ia 3R e grdl & Wi M & 3RIY T
In the years that their public rivalry was most bitter, few could have predicted such an end to
the ‘Battle of the Begums’ in Bangladesh.

3 q | TG IP! A Ufaglgar qad wad! ff, Igd 0 arT SRare § Qi @t
ST & U 3id Bl Bl PR Febdl U |

With former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia’s passing, her decades-long feud with former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, now in exile in India, will also be put to rest.

gd g Wferet R & e & 91y, gd ger=E g g, o o URa | fafem A §
& 1Y I ! QR gRAAT Hf JHT B e |
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During that time, the two women alternated tenures in power, taking turns to prosecute the
other, and accusing each other of orchestrating violent attacks on the other.

3 ERM, ! Afgarsit F a1 § IR-9R1 S SIS AR, T6h-giR R gHeH IaTt, 3R Th-
TR IR G gaal & AIfor1 9+ & 3RIY T

Condoling her death on Tuesday, Ms. Hasina issued a statement extolling Ms. Zia’s
contribution to establishing democracy in Bangladesh.

TR DI 3% e | M A DR gy, I g1 2 Fivenexr § diwad Rafid & 8
oAt forar o AT B WRIEAT HRd U UH S GIR] b

Those words hark back to the late 1980s where the two ‘Begums’ had last worked together
— one the daughter of the slain founder of the country Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and the
other the widow of his successor Gen. Ziaur Rehman, who was also assassinated, six years
after Mujib.

3 TG 1980 & GH & ITRIY B! TG fGdTd &, 919 a1 ‘AEP = SRa IR Wiy H1H e o1
— T X & AR U GRS G GolgR IgH BT 3¢, 3R gORI I SIRIYBR! oFiRe
orareR Teu @1 favan, fSFe! 1 golld & S 91 916 5 IR ¢ 718 At

United against military

= 3 & fRaarw tage

Both Mujib and Gen. Zia had fought on the same side during Bangladesh’s war of
liberation.

o 3R SR T 31 3 SREeRT & Gidd WU & SR U &1 el 8 Te1s aet At

Ms. Hasina and Khaleda, the leaders of the Awami League and the Bangladesh National
Party (BNP), respectively, fought on the same side just once, to oust the autocratic President,
Gen. Muhammad Ershad (1982-1990) from power.
o) T ST TR, T ol T ot e e e 8 3, e
T IR U g1 U&f H o, dlfe MRHR APUTA SRS Hg¥HE FI1G (1982-1990) P Tall H
FERSIRED

They both boycotted the 1988 elections, when Ershad’s Jatiya Party won a whopping and
obviously manufactured mandate of 251 out of 300 seats.

I 1988 & ATl HT1 AGSHR [T, STd SIS BI AT Tl = 300 H F 251 el o1 uRY
3R WY ¥U I T T SIS gIvd fopa|

As women, the two leaders could not be more different — Ms. Hasina lived with the grief of
losing her entire family, and was a scrappy politician, not afraid of taking her battle to the
streets.

Aigarsll & U #, TF! Ad1 S99 31MUS ST Tai gl Toba! I — ot FHAT 307 R uRaR i
WA & gW & 1Y g, 3R T JIR= IJodr A, g 31t TeTE T ad o o ¥ SR gl
[SRGIRIN

Zia, who also lived with the grief of her husband’s assassination at their home, described
herself as a “shy housewife” of a military officer, ruled more from her living room, while her
party men hit the streets.

o, S o R A oA ufd &1 g & g & A1y o W@, A G B U A SBRY
“grefeft YfRoft Samn, o SR o ST = W A SRl Y, STafd 39! urdf & anr
TSHI IR IaRd A

Both engendered the undying loyalty of her followers.

G A 3o Tt Bt srge fmT sifefa ot

Gen. Ershad eventually agreed to step down in 1990, in the face of massive pro-democracy
protests held jointly by the Awami League and the BNP, paving the way for free and fair
elections.

ST g A 3fAd: 1990 T Smart T 3R digadt gRT Igad = ¥ fovw ¢ fa=ma dra=
T yeRHl & 3a1d § Ug 8ie- IR Jgdd of, ford Tada 3R fArsaes gamal o1 anf u=Rd
BTl

In the elections in 1991, the BNP won and Khaleda Zia became Bangladesh’s first woman
Prime Minister, and Sheikh Hasina the leader of the Opposition, while Gen. Ershad was
imprisoned on corruption charges.
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1991 % Al H Fedt Shch ok @ferer forar siaew o ugelt wfger wurwft s, ok
@ g fauer 1 a1 5, Sefeh SRe 3ITE Bl YRR & SRIUT H S Well 77|

One of her first actions as PM was to turn Bangladesh into a parliamentary democracy,
diluting the power of the

TYFHEA & &0 H 375 Ugd HeHl § § e Sraiesl &l G ardpds a1 o, e I« &
T FH§S

cited would happen, the rivalry endured, and the BNP welcomed the conviction and death
sentence that was handed down to Ms. Hasina in absentia in November this year.

ST {35 SIHT ST T o, fag e IRt X@, oiR et A TaeR & goft gl

SRS 7 TS TS Tl 3R Y& S &1 WrTd foar|

Reports suggested the BNP was preparing to field her as a candidate in the coming elections

in February.

fearet & dord fiyan fos gl o a1 wRadt & g6l d I SHEIGaR & 0 H IdRA Bt

GRINEREGE R

With her death, and Ms. Hasina’s exile, Bangladesh now faces an election without either of

its two Begums.

! gog iR gt g & ot & Ty, SemeRr ofF ut gl aRTHY o fSHT gATT Bt

T R TET 8

The real beneficiaries then are Bangladesh’s radical Islamists and fundamentalists

seeking to overthrow centrist politics in the country.

I aRafad ATl SRATe & HgR FTArt 3R Hgeudt 817, S <X § Hxudt weifa o

3@1S BT Ted ] |

The question is whether their parties can chart a different course in the future, or continue

down the same vengeful path.

gﬂﬁ%%%ﬁwmﬁmﬁm Ufasg & $IS ST T I Thal 7, A1 341 wfar=nedt anf R ot
I

The opposition resigned from Parliament and decided to boycott general elections held in

February 1996, which Zia won with ease as a result.

fquer 3 TOe I ST ¢ far R wRas) 1996 W §U HTH TG &1 SFRSHR B &1 fvig foram,

fSraeT afkoms gg gai fos fomr A st ¥ sfid g1fia @11

Zia regretted the election almost immediately, saying in an interview to this correspondent

that she had pleaded with Ms. Hasina to reconsider the boycott.

forar A T R & I FAT W USATa S, 3R 39 Yareerd & AU IlearR | &l fb

I5H GH g1 A IRTHR R GAIR HA B ol b1 ot

Awami League protests followed, forcing Zia to step down in less than a month, and Ms.

Hasina won the next election a few months later.

% 91 TRt & & faRy ue= gu, for forar &) te 7eh ¥ ot 1 3w o Ug Bls

TS, 3R $B HeHI a1 §U SFTd gA1d H gt g Sl |

In 2001, the tables turned again, with Zia being elected back to power, and in 2008 Ms.

Hasina returned to power.

2001 B 5 ureT gaer, forar SrarT i & o2, 3R 2008 T it g = A @

Fall of Hasina

BT &1 U=

When Ms. Hasina had to flee the country in August 2024, something Zia pred

9 Geft AT BT AT 2024 F <X BISHR YN UST, $© U1 forgap! foram A gaf

President of the country.

&% & Pl

PM Zia did not, however, reverse the Islamisation of Bangladeshi politics that had followed
after Sheikh Mujib, including the shift away from a secular republic to an Islamic one, that
Gen. Ershad enshrined through a Constitutional amendment.

gTaites YT foram 3 Ra gofla & 918 FiareRi Ao & SEATIB 0T &1 uder Tal, fored
yHfARTE TURTSY § STATHT TURTSY 31 3R Seard WA UT, fo9 SFRA 3306 3 Jaur e
MY & AreIH § Wifad foan
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As relations with Sheikh Ha'si'na soured, Zia grew more beholden to Jamaat-e-Islami. .
S-SR R T & 1Y Iey fared e, foram SHTa-g-sward wR ¢ifde AR gl el S|

This also strained ties between India and Bangladesh during Zia’s tenures, as training
camps for extremist groups targetlng India began to grow.

Y o & FfeTa & SR UG SR JivaTe st & Yoy o J=rayquf 81 e, Fiifs WRa &1
TR S aTet SyaTdt gt & e fRIfeR s &

PM Zia did not, however, reverse the Islamisation of Bangladeshi politics that had followed
after Sheikh Mujib, including the shift away from a secular republic to an Islamic one, that
Gen. Ershad enshrined through a Constitutional amendment.

BTl TeTEAT o = [a golta & 918 SaTeRi oIt & XATHIBRT & 781 gaer, forad
YHIRUE TIRTST ¥ FEATT TURTS ST 3R Jeard A o1, 58 7 Ra g=01e A Hau=e
R & AT ¥ R fooam o

As relations with Sheikh Hasina soured, Zia grew more beholden to Jamaat-e-Islami.
S-SR RrE g & W1y Wy fred M, R sue-uswantt w sifie 1R g g 1)

This also strained ties between India and Bangladesh during Zia’s tenures, as training
camps for extremist groups targeting India began to grow.

=Y foraT & SRfETA & SR YR 3R IaATeRT & Yoy +ff F=raguf 8) T, wiifes URd o1
A= S a1t STt TgEt o Uiier RifeR a6 |

As it became clear that Zia would not prosecute Mujib’s killers, and was even gaining
political support from them, Ms. Hasina began to target her more directly.

I U8 WY 81 T o T, gelle & gt IR qeheHT el Iad 3iR S Iokifae IHda
1 21T 2 3 B, I G gl A I it WY IR W =i s R foan

The entire

T

The opposition resigned from Parliament and decided to boycott general elections held in
February 1996, which Zia won with ease as a result.

X fauer = T O AT ¢ o SiR wRast 1996 H U 3MH FATG! HT SeSHR HRA BT Hig
foran, forads aRumRa=y foram = ST & Siid SR @1

Zia regretted the election almost immediately, saying in an interview to this correspondent
that she had pleaded with Ms. Hasina to reconsider the boycott.

o = T R &) I AT IR USaral ST iR 39 YaTeerdl o U emehR § 6l fh
35+ g AT @ SeHR W GAER HA 31 fact oF <ot

Awami League protests followed, forcing Zia to step down in less than a month, and Ms.
Hasina won the next election a few months later.

D J1G TARGt AT & faRley U= gu, oo forar &) 1 7gH ¥ ot &1 90y ¥ Ug sis
TeT, 3R $B T a1 gU 3FTa g1a B goft g Shtet |

In 2001, the tables turned again, with Zia being elected back to power, and in 2008 Ms.
Hasina returned to power.

2001 T frx uRfRufaat sreelt, foram SiawT T 7 o, 3k 2008 T it g I & wii

Fall of Hasina

T T g

When Ms. Hasina had to flee the country in August 2024, something Zia predicted would

happen, the rivalry endured, and the BNP welcomed the conviction and death sentence that

was handed down to Ms. Hasina in absentia in November this year.

o G ST DY ST 2024 T A BISHI I TS, S $3 FOram = Ugat € SH

o7, 79 Hft ufgfar o @), ok freadt A TR A gt =i ) SrquRify & S 7 e

3R Y& S &1 WHTd |

Reports suggested the BNP was preparing to field her as a candidate in the coming elections

in February.

aﬁiﬁmﬁﬁﬂgﬁﬁwﬁ?m 3T dTel BRE & A1 H 36 SHIGAR & U § IdRA Bt
P [
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With her death, and Ms. Hasina’s exile, Bangladesh now faces an election without either of
its two Begums.

It gg 3R it g1 & Fafes & wry, aiare R o g+t i N & fo T AT &1
AT R @ 8

The real beneficiaries then are Bangladesh’s radical Islamists and fundamentalists
seeking to overthrow centrist politics in the country.
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India is now the fourth
largest economy: Centre

With GDP valued at $4.18 trillion, India has surpassed Japan and is poised to displace Germany

from the third rank in the next few years with a projected GDP of $7.3 trillion by 2030, it says

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

pan to become the

world’s fourth largest
economy with a size of
$4.18 trillion and is poised
to overtake Germany to be-
come the third largest by
2030, the government said
on Tuesday.

With continuing good
growth numbers, India is
also the world’s fastest-
growing major economy, it
said.

India’s real GDP grew
8.2% in the second quarter
of 2025-26, up from 7.8% in
the first quarter and 7.4%
in the fourth quarter of the
last fiscal.

“With GDP valued at
$4.18 trillion, India has sur-
passed Japan to become
the world’s fourth largest
economy and is poised to
displace Germany from the
third rank in the next 2.5 to
3 years with a projected
GDP of $7.3 trillion by
2030,” said the govern-
ment in a statement pro-
viding a snapshot of re-
forms in 2025.

The U.S. is the world’s

l ndia has surpassed Ja-

Domestic drivers, led by robust private consumption, played a big
role in supporting this expansion, the government has said. ArFp

largest economy, and Chi-
na occupies the second
spot.

The growth momentum
further surprised on the
upside, with GDP expand-
ing to a six-quarter high in
Q2 of 2025-26, reflecting
India’s resilience amid per-
sistent global trade uncer-
tainties, it said.

Domestic drivers, led by
robust private consump-
tion, played a central role
in supporting this

expansion.
The release said interna-
tional agencies have

echoed this optimism and

cited projections made by
various entities. The World
Bank has projected a 6.5%
growth in 2026, and Moo-
dy’s expects India to re-
main the fastest-growing
G20 economy with a
growth of 6.4% in 2026 and
6.5% in 2027. The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund has
raised its projections to
6.6% for 2025 and 6.2% for
2026, and the Organisation
for Economic Cooperation
and Development fore-
casts 6.7% growth in 2025
and 6.2% in 2026. Also, the
S&P anticipates a growth of
6.5% in the current fiscal

India is now the fourth largest economy: Centre

YR 3d Tt Tod g1 rdfoqawin g: 95

India is now the fourth largest economy: Centre
HRA 3rd A1t gad 7<) srforamn §: $g
With GDP valued at $4.18 trillion, India has surpassed Japan and is poised to displace

Germany from the third rank in the next few years with a projected GDP of $7.3 trillion by

2030, it says
$4.18

and 6.7% in the next, the
Asian Development Bank
has lifted its 2025 forecast
to 7.2%, and Fitch has
raised its FY26 projection
to 7.4% on stronger con-
sumer demand.

“India is among the
world’s  fastest-growing
major economies and is
well-positioned to sustain
this momentum. With the
ambition of attaining high
middle-income status by
2047 - the centenary year
of its independence, the
country is building on
strong foundations of eco-
nomic growth, structural
reforms, and social pro-
gress,” the government
said.

The release highlighted
that inflation remains be-
low the lower tolerance
threshold, unemployment
is declining, and export
performance continues to
improve. Furthermore, fi-
nancial conditions have
stayed benign, with strong
credit flows to the com-
mercial sector, while de-
mand conditions remain
firm, supported by a furth-
er strengthening of urban
consumption.

& GDP & 1Y YR - STUH &1 e B1S e g 3R 3 a1 $ anf & s+

DI TR RIF Y ge & fRUfA T §, T8l 2030 9 $7.3 feRora= GDP &1 oA §, TIT Sl T

India has surpassed Japan to become the world’s fourth largest economy with a size of
$4.18 trillion and is poised to overtake Germany to become the third largest by 2030, the
government said on Tuesday.
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R 7 $4.18 A & AR & Y WU &1 Ui Siedhr gar & At gad gt
SrferawyT 99 713 § 3R 2030 TF THA Bl iy BsH? O @ 9t 7 o1 R A g,
WHR - WIAIR B BT
With continuing good growth numbers, India is also the world’s fastest-growing major
economy, it said.

AR 3w BT Sfidws! & WY, URA g1 &) Ha) duit § d¢- arelt vq rfegaw off

8, T g1 T
India’s real GDP grew 8.2% in the second quarter of 2025-26, up from 7.8% in the first
quarter and 7.4% in the fourth quarter of the last fiscal.

YRd 1 GRAfdd GDP 2025-26 Bt gust faaTat T 8.2% 941, S ugelt faumdt & 7.8% 3R
fUza fag o o <iedt fomrdt & 7.4% ot

“With GDP valued at $4.18 trillion, India has surpassed Japan to become the world’s fourth
largest economy and is poised to displace Germany from the third rank in the next 2.5 to 3
years with a projected GDP of $7.3 trillion by 2030,” said the government in a statement
providing a snapshot of reforms in 2025.

“$4.18 fefora & GDP & WY YRA 7 STUH & TS BISHR g1 HI Arft Tad a8t
STARIT 51 7S § 3R 3T 2.5 9 3 quf § e+ 1 iR I ¥ 5o &) RUfa & 5, JeT
2030 T $7.3 R GDP &7 30 8" WRHR 7 2025 T URI F1 A &d gU TH 991 A
el
The U.S. is the world’s largest economy, and China occupies the second spot.

ARPT g o) Tad 9t srfeawn g, SR o g WF R g
The growth momentum further surprised on the upside, with GDP expanding to a six-quarter
high in Q2 of 2025-26, reflecting India’s resilience amid persistent global trade
uncertainties, it said.
faT 1 710 7 SR 31w THRIATS e feam, Siel 2025-26 B gudt fawmdl & GDP B%
fomfeat & S=aw TR W ugH, S AR 9 af¥e SR sifAfdaansi & s yRd o
AT 1 <= 8, T FT T

Domestic drivers, led by robust private consumption, played a central role in supporting
this expansion.

HoTgd el STURT & g H IR PRSI - 39 [GIR B GeRT ¢4 | g Yt US|
The release said international agencies have echoed this optimism and cited projections
made by various entities.

ORI o PoT a1 o SIaRRIPT Toifid! = 9 SHTRIIATE P Qlexrdl § SR fafie gwirsht grRi fhu
T SAM BT I [T g

The World Bank has projected a 6.5% growth in 2026, and Moody’s expects India to
remain the fastest-growing G20 economy with a growth of 6.4% in 2026 and 6.5% in 2027.

fay 9% 3 2026 # 6.5% faAPT 1 A @1 7, SR TSI I Ivfia § i WRA G20 H
Had Aoht A T areft srfeqawr 51 R, SET 2026 H 6.4% 37K 2027 # 6.5% HI gfG ENft

The International Monetary Fund has raised its projections to 6.6% for 2025 and 6.2% for
2026, and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development forecasts 6.7%
growth in 2025 and 6.2% in 2026.

mmmﬁmmﬁzo%%ms.s% 3R 2026 & T 6.2% TH IEATT,
%ﬁ? TN 3R FABTRT WIS 3 2025 H 6.7% TUT 2026 H 6.2% (G BT STAH AT
|

Also, the S&P anticipates a growth of 6.5% in the current fiscal and 6.7% in the next, the
Asian Development Bank has lifted its 2025 forecast to 7.2%, and Fitch has raised its
FY26 projection to 7.4% on stronger consumer demand.

g% 3amal, T Us bt 7 adur fa o # 6.5% 3R 3ATa #H 6.7% S &1 30 @ |,
TRMATE fAPH™T 9% 3 2025 BT ATUM 7.2% 6 FeR &, R fira = Togd IUHITT 7T &
YR TR FY26 BT 3T 7.4% TP TG 5|

“India is among the world’s fastest-growing major economies and is well-positioned to
sustain this momentum.

“URT T B Tad dolt A Fg- arell wga srferawynait & wnfid g ofR 39 7Ifd &I §91Y
e & o orsdt RUfa 31
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With the ambition of attaining high middle-income status by 2047 - the centenary year of
its independence, the country is building on strong foundations of economic growth,
structural reforms, and social progress,” the government said.

2047 A% I HHH-ITT FRUTA Ut B3 BT HEATHI&T & Y — S IUD| TdTdl DI AcATeg
? — 2% nfife faerr, R=ATes URY, iR qraTiore wifa &) Aoied a WR oM §¢ @1
8 WBR A FgT|
The release highlighted that inflation remains below the lower tolerance threshold,
unemployment is declining, and export performance continues to improve.

T & saman man i wgms et JeT=itedar i 3 e 5 g3 §, SR e W@ g, 9
frafa we=f= & TR R 81 w1 R
Furthermore, financial conditions have stayed benign, with strong credit flows to the
commercial sector, while demand conditions remain firm, supported by a further
strengthening of urban consumption.

3HS 3rerraT, fawira aRfRufoaT srgger o+ g3 &, Sel aTfoifodes &= &1 Heigd o arg fie
%ET% e |iRT Bt FRUTT Aorga a1 g5 ©, o =18t SUUNT H SiR Height &1 i e @1

I
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Gig, platform workers
to go on strike today
to protest ‘exploitation’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Gig and platform worker
unions have announced a
strike on Wednesday
against “systemic exclu-
sion from core labour entit-
lements” of the workers in
the segment.

In a letter to Union La-
bour Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya, they urged the
Centre’s immediate inter-
vention to stop “exploita-
tion” of workers by plat-
forms in the food delivery
and taxi service sectors.

The Gig and Platform
Services Workers Union
(GIPSWU) said in the letter
that a nationwide strike by
delivery workers on De-
cember 25 underscored
the severe implications for
India’s growth if the issues
of workers went unad-
dressed.

“Gig workers continue
to face systemic exclusion
from core labour entitle-
ments under Indian law
and constitutional guaran-

tees. Reports document
pervasive harassment, dis-
crimination, and violence
against workers. This
strike unites gig workers
and allies to demand im-
mediate government inter-
vention,” the letter said.

‘Scrap quick delivery’
In a demand charter sub-
mitted to the Minister, the
GIPSWU said the ‘10-20-
minute service delivery
mandates’ should be ur-
gently discontinued to
prioritise worker safety.
“Fix minimum per-kilo-
metre rates at ¥20 for Zo-
mato, Swiggy, Blinkit, Zep-
to, Flipkart, and BigBasket
workers; ensure workplace
safety for women; grant
emergency leave and com-
prehensive maternity pro-
tection to women service
workers; eliminate arbi-
trary ID blocking and puni-
tive rating systems; and
guarantee minimum
monthly  earnings of
$40,000,” the charter ad-
ded.

Gig, platform workers to go on
strike today to protest
‘exploitation’

FMyor & faRy | ST gedara W
ST T, Wew g adbv

. Gig, platform workers to go on strike
today to protest ‘exploitation’

MY & fRIY H 3T gSdTd TR STa i,
WICHIH qax

. Gig and platform worker unions
have announced a strike on Wednesday
against “systemic exclusion from core
labour entitlements” of the workers in the
segment.

T SiR wiewd ga g - 39 &3 &
HD! B “Ha 9 USRI A yafyd &4
918X W & RIS UAR S godrd Bt
9o $I B

. In a letter to Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya, they urged the
Centre’s immediate intervention to stop
“exploitation” of workers by platforms in the
food dellvery and taxi service sectors.

ST yu v g HeTfaar &) ford U o
G@ﬁ%ﬁ%mm@uﬁmﬁ%aﬁa
ps faefiadt ok Tt Jar &= o wewid
BRI YD & “RNWOr &l JAehT off T |

o The Gig and Platform Services
Workers Union (GIPSWU) said in the letter
that a nationwide strike by delivery workers
on December 25 underscored the severe
implications for India’s growth if the issues
of workers went unaddressed.

firT T wewrd Afddw g gfaa
(GIPSWU) = T ¥ &gl foh 25 feiar !
f&efiaRt geh o1 ITyeaTdt ggard 3 Ug
@ifdd fovar o afc il & g o1 JHTe™

8! fooar T @ URd ) A R 59 i+ uHTg g

e  “Gig workers continue to face systemic exclusion from core labour entitlements under
Indian law and constitutional guarantees. Reports document pervasive harassment,
discrimination, and violence against workers. This strike unites gig workers and allies to
demand immediate government intervention,” the letter said.

U3 § Fgl 7T, “FT 9o U eﬁ?ﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁgﬁmaﬁ‘mﬁ
m@ma%wwwwﬁw@%ﬁqﬁﬁ@aﬁ%@wwaﬁﬁ AU
3R &1 <5l 31 715 B | T8 TSAId debTdl YRPR] SXA&Y &1 AT & fore finy gl ik 39
Tl &) Tdhoe dHRdl g1

‘Scrap quick delivery’

B GH BY’

e ‘Scrap quick delivery’

AR feeitadt o

TH HY

¢ In a demand charter submitted to the Minister, the GIPSWU said the ‘10-20-minute service
delivery mandates’ should be urgently discontinued to prioritise worker safety.
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w1 I T /I U H GIPSWU A &g o it Y R &1 mrfiiesdt - & forg “10-20

forre 3t a1 fEfiadt

Sifardar &1 a1 gATE forar ST TR T|

“Fix minimum per-kilometre rates at ¥20 for Zomato, Swiggy, Blinkit, Zepto, Flipkart,

and BigBasket workers; ensure workplace safety for women; grant emergency leave and

comprehensive maternity protection to women service workers; eliminate arbitrary ID
blocking and punitive rating systems; and guarantee minimum monthly earnings of
¥40,000,” the charter added.

AT U= H iveT T, siifel, &, f«ifee, Sio), ffauerd ok famarede a&=i & fow 220
gfd fraiier <gHaw o3 00 &t JC; Afgar yfie! o1 SRR gRam YAiEd o o, Afgar

T 4D DI SMTUTABTAI HTHTR SR THIT HIGed WREHUT feaT ST, T s St satfehr
3R deTa® T Rivew &1 I fara STY; 3R 240,000 B <GATH HIRIS 3T HT TR &

ST

HAL enters civil market
with Dhruv NG helicopter

Designed and manufactured in India, the 5.5-tonne, light twin-engine, multi-role chopper has been

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

industan  Aero-
l—l nautics Ltd. (HAL)
on Tuesday

marked a breakthrough in
India’s civil aviation eco-
system as the Dhruv New
Generation (NG) helicopter
successfully undertook its
maiden flight at the HAL’s
Helicopter Division in
Bengaluru.

This signals the PSU’s
formal entry into the civil
helicopter market and a
significant step towards
self-reliance  in  civil
aviation.

The inaugural flight was
flagged off by Union Civil
Aviation Minister K. Ram-
mohan Naidu in the pre-
sence of D.K. Sunil, Chair-
man and  Managing
Director, HAL; Maneesh
Kumar, Joint Director-Gen-
eral, DGCA; Sanjeev Raz-
dan, CMD, Pawan Hans
Ltd; and senior HAL
officials.

During the event, HAL
received the DGCA certifi-
cation for indigenous ma-
nufacturing of the Shakti
civil engine, a first-of-its-
kind achievement in In-
dian aviation. This marks

Address :
Email Id :

= 2
' o~

State-of-the-art machine: Civil Aviation Minister K. Rammohan Naidu, HAL Chairman and Managing

engineered to operate across diverse terrains; maiden flight inaugurated by Civil Aviation Minister

Director D.K. Sunil, and others with the Dhruv NG helicopter in Bengaluru on Tuesday. J. ALLEN EGENUSE

the first aero engine certi-
fied by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) for indigenous pro-
duction, representing a sig-
nificant leap in India’s self-
reliance in critical aviation
technologies. The miles-
tone was achieved with the
participation of Safran en-
gines and close coordina-
tion with the DGCA.

The HAL said the Dhruv
NG was progressing steadi-
ly towards full civil certifi-
cation within the next

three or four months, posi-
tioning it as a key platform
for India’s growing civil
helicopter market.

Describing the occasion
as a “flight of Aatmanirb-
har Bharat”, Mr. Naidu said
the maiden sortie reflected
India’s growing confidence
and capability in aviation
manufacturing.

“HAL has successfully
conducted the inaugural
flight within a year of
showcasing the demo.
Dhruv NG has emerged as

a platform for several oper-
ators, and ‘Make in India’ is
now a seal of global quali-
ty,” Mr. Naidu said.

Mr. Sunil termed the
Dhruv NG the cornerstone
of the company’s civil avia-
tion expansion.

Designed and manufac-
tured in India, the Dhruv
NG is a 5.5-tonne, light
twin-engine,  multi-role
helicopter, engineered to
operate across diverse and
challenging Indian ter-
rains.
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HAL enters civil market with Dhruv NG helicopter

HAL = §d NG galieIer & a1y Rifaa s & vawr fan

HAL enters civil market with Dhruv NG helicopter

HAL 9 d NG galidbigR & 91y Rifde aTeiR & gawr foan

Designed and manufactured in India, the 5.5-tonne, light twin-engine, multi-role chopper has
been engineered to operate across diverse terrains; maiden flight inaugurated by Civil
Aviation Minister

R H fewrg SR fAfifd, 5.5-9 &1 geh1 fg9-goi, Aec!-Aa vefiapieR fafid wiifers e o
TareH & fore Sofifer fasan man §; Ariie Sga= Wl g1 ugeht S &1 3Igureq

Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) on Tuesday marked a breakthrough in India’s civil
aviation ecosystem as the Dhruv New Generation (NG) helicopter successfully undertook
its maiden [iflight at the HAL’s Helicopter Division in Bengaluru.

Rgwa TRiAifesd fafies (HAL) A TTaaR &1 YRd & Rifaa 3ga= wiifRufaet a3
Wa@m@raﬁﬁwgﬁqmme)mﬁm@m%ﬁ?m
fefaw= & oot ugelt S Iwhaad® 11|

This signals the PSU’s formal entry into the civil helicopter market and a significant step
towards self-reliance in civil aviation.

Tg PSU & fifae eefieier aeiR o shuenies yawr ok fifaa Sga & sreafaraizar &1 fozn
H T% Heayyl Hed $T Hhd <dl 5|

The inaugural ight was agreed on(] by Union Civil Aviation Minister K. Rammohan Naidu
in the presence of D.K. Sunil, Chairman and Managing Director, HAL; Maneesh Kumar,
Joint Director-General, DGCA; Sanjeev Razdan, CMD, Pawan Hans Ltd; and senior HAL
officials.

UGl S Pl B ANRE IFa HAl . IHAIG A19g 4 S1.&. A, sfemes Td veiy
=@, HAL; 1Y SR, Tgad HEIHcR®, DGCA; Jeild I9gM, CMD, Ua- g4 fafies;
a%nHAL$aﬁg&rfﬁmF€a‘raﬁsu@rﬁrﬁwm|

During the event, HAL received the DGCA certification for indigenous manufacturing of the
Shakti civil engine, a [first-of-its-kind achievement in Indian aviation.

HTIHH & IR HAL &) xifed fifae §919 & Wit fAmfor & fore DGCA WHTUr T gaim, it
YR ITH | 301 aE B! Ugoll Suarsd gl

This marks the [first aero engine certified by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) for indigenous production, representing a significant leap in India’s self-reliance in
critical aviation technologies.

78 Wl IdTe & oY AT I HETISITad (DGCA) gRT YHITI Ugel Tast §oi ¢,

S Heayuf Iga Wit & yRa &t snerfRar &t 991 Hed gfdr gl

The milestone was achieved with the participation of Safran engines and close coordination
with the DGCA.

I8 IUdfsd AW o0 B! UTER! 3R DGCA & U1y 9§ ¥H-9d ¥ g1R¥Id &1 T |

The HAL said the Dhruv NG was progressing steadily towards full civil certification within
the next three or four months, positioning it as a key platform for India’s growing civil
helicopter market.

HAL A %81 f ¢a NG 3Tl ffH a1 IR wdiat & guf Rifae wamom &t 3iR @aR §¢ 6T ¢,
O 9 YRd & Sgd RIfAd FABIER IR & T U U@ Weh iy =

Describing the occasion as a “night of Aatmanirbhar Bharat”, Mr. Naidu said the maiden
sortie reflected India’s growing confidence and capability in aviation manufacturing.

U AR P! “ITATAUR URA B IS JdTd gU ot ARIg = g1 fob ugell I8 A Iga
Ao & HRA & Igd STAIYN 3R &HdT Bl gt

“HAL has successfully conducted the inaugural flight within a year of showcasing the demo.
Dhruv NG has emerged as a platform for several operators, and ‘Make in India’ is now a
seal of global quality,” Mr. Naidu said.

“HAL 3 SHI fea & T a¥ & HidR Ugell S8 Ihadrgdd JdTferd &1 81 4d NG &8
TR} & o T wWewid & T & IR 8, 3R AP 3 3f3ar 3@ af¥e o< &1 gar a+
TH1 5, ft g A FEl
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Mr. Sunil termed the Dhruv NG the cornerstone of the company’s civil aviation expansion.
ot g A 4d NG &1 Uit o Rifad S5 fawar &t

Designed and manufactured in India, the Dhruv NG is a 5.5-tonne, light twin-engine, multi-

3T

ol

role helicopter, engineered to operate across diverse and challenging Indian terrains

YRd H fEomz iR FfHd, 4a NG Td 5.5-1 &1 Gedl fgA-3oH, Al gAPBIER &, Ford

fafaer 3R gAYl WRedra WRMfRre &= H e & fog SoiifeR fovar man g

Himachal apple growers
oppose reduced import
duty on New Zealand

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Apple growers in Himachal
Pradesh fear that the
Centre’s proposal to slash
the import duty on New
Zealand apples from 50%
to 25% following a trade
deal will severely impact
their livelihoods, and have
sought Governor Shiv Pra-
tap Shukla’s “intervention
to safeguard livelihoods”.

In a memorandum to
the Governor on Tuesday,
a group of apple growers
led by Kuldeep Singh Rath-
ore, the Congress MLA
from Theog constituency
in Shimla district, raised
concerns about the pro-
posed reduction in import
duty from 2026-27.

Mr. Rathore said the re-
duced duty would cause a
significant loss of market
share for Indian apples and
bring down prices, push-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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The Centre has proposed tb
slash duty from 50% to 25%. PTI

ing growers, struggling
with climate change-in-
duced uncertainties, rising
input costs, labour shor-
tages, and shrinking mar-
gins, into deep economic
distress.

He said the apple indus-
try formed the “backbone
of Himachal Pradesh’s ru-
ral economy” and contri-
buted approximately
35,500 crore annually and
supported over 1.5 lakh fa-
milies, most of whom were
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Website : patrioticias.in _ ™

small and marginal farm-
ers. “The State produces
around 6.5 lakh tonnes of
apples every year, account-
ing for nearly 25% of In-
dia’s total apple produc-
tion. With average
landholdings of only one to
two acres and limited
scope for diversification
due to the hilly terrain, ap-
ple cultivation remains the
primary source of liveli-
hood for these farmers,”
Mr. Rathore said.

He said implementation
of the free trade agreement
inits “present form” would
set a “dangerous prece-
dent”. “Other major apple-
exporting nations such as
the U.S., Chile, and Italy
which together account for
over 40% of global apple
exports are likely to de-
mand similar concessions,
which will be disastrous to
farmer community of Hi-
machal Pradesh,” he said.
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Himachal apple growers oppose reduced import duty on New Zealand

feuTad & A9 IAUTSH! A Yelids WR °STS T3 ATIT Y[ed o1 faRY far

e Himachal apple growers oppose reduced import duty on New Zealand
[ Yolicls UR UeTs g 311Td Yoo &1 faxiy fasa
o Apple growers in Himachal Pradesh fear that the Centre’s proposal to slash the import duty
on New Zealand apples from 50% to 25% following a trade deal will severely impact their
livelihoods, and have sought Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla’s “intervention to safeguard
livelihoods”.

e WS & U9 SUTEH! B! MRIHT § [ ATIR TSN & 91c Yoilds & qal TR T
[TH BT 50% A 25% HA & H% b U I IAD! MTonfadT R 1HR SRR 7S, SR I
IoauTe 19 vaTg ar I “ATSHaST Bt T&T & I sxadu &t o @1 g

e In a memorandum to the Governor on Tuesday, a group of apple growers led by Kuldeep
Singh Rathore, the Congress MLA from Theog constituency in Shimla district, raised
concerns about the proposed reduction in import duty from 2026-27.

WTAAR BI ISIUTd Bl [T T U 19 H, e forat &1 Qs fauraun 3 09 fauras
Padiu Rig AER & g # A9 IAICH! & T g 7 2026-27 T 31070 Yeob § U1
FHerdl IR i s |

e Mr. Rathore said the reduced duty would cause a significant loss of market share for Indian
apples and bring down prices, pushing growers, struggling with climate change-induced
uncertainties, rising input costs, labour shortages, and shrinking margins, into deep
economic distress.
off ISR A g1 b g2 gl Yoo R Tal & IR feed § 4R} fRTae e oik ated &1
FHaT, o Serarg ufvad= 3 o sff¥aansi, 9gdt 39Ye arTa, 99 & Hl, 3R ged
TATE ¥ SF1 X6 SATGH TTeR AP Jdbe | Ia S |

e He said the apple industry formed the “backbone of Himachal Pradesh’s rural economy”
and contributed approximately 5,500 crore annually and supported over 1.5 lakh families,
most of whom were small and marginal farmers.

I gl {5 A9 IGNT “luraa = 3t ymfior srfarawy 3t g § 3R I8 IamT an
25,500 PRI BT ANGH Sl & TUT 1.5 TG | 3w gRaR) &) 9eRT a1 8, RFH 3 sifiwi
B 3R Hia fFam 1

e “The State produces around 6.5 lakh tonnes of apples every year, accounting for nearly 25%
of India’s total apple production. With average landholdings of only one to two acres and
limited scope for diversification due to the hilly terrain, apple cultivation remains the primary
source of livelihood for these farmers,” Mr. Rathore said.

I B TS TTHT 6.5 TR &1 IS BT IATG BT §, Sl HIRA b $ A SATG BT AU
25% B A HId Uh A 31 THS P! Siid IR YA Y- & HRUT fafaefiesor o) dftra
TUTGT & Td, TS S Wl 37 fHami Bt TSI BT T- 9 a1 g3 6, o ISR A FeTl

e He said implementation of the free trade agreement in its “present form” would set a

“‘dangerous precedent”.

I5i- gl fr Yo ATIR FHSNA FT “TodH WU § H1afag- T “@av-Te e
RIS BT

e “Other major apple-exporting nations such as the U.S., Chile, and Italy which together
account for over 40% of global apple exports are likely to demand similar concessions,
which will be disastrous to farmer community of Himachal Pradesh,” he said.

“31 T 9 fafae <=1 S 3T, fRreht, ik geeht, ot fiyaes afye e frafda &1 40%
T aiftrer few @d €, 9o Rargd! &1 7 &R 9ad §, S fewre uewr & fas we &
fo famRI Rt B8R, I el
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The headwinds facing the economy
are not going away soon

ndia’s relatively strong industrial perfor-

mance in November 2025, especially driven

by the manufacturing sector as it was, was
more likely a flash in the pan than the start of a
consistent trend. The Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (IIP) grew 6.7% in November, the fastest
growth rate in 25 months. Within this, the manu-
facturing sector grew 8%, which also was the fas-
test in 25 months. On the face of it, this would
look remarkable and heartening, especially
since October 2025 had seen growth slow to a 14-
month low. However, this surge in growth was
more likely due to seasonal and one-off factors.
According to economists, the strongest push for
growth came from sellers re-stocking their sup-
plies following the festive season. The second
factor is that the government timed the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) rate reductions to coin-
cide with the festive season. This temporary
bump in demand would have further eroded
stock levels, which then need to be replenished.
In fact, the consumer durables and non-dura-
bles sectors saw growth in November rebound-
ing to 10.3% and 7.3%, a 12-month and 25-month
high, respectively. The third factor that seems to
have worked in November is the bounce back of
the mining sector following two months of con-
tractions due to an unseasonably long monsoon.
The mining sector saw growth come in at a rea-
sonably strong 5.4% in November 2025. All of
these are legitimate reasons for growth to pick
up, but are not sustainable ones. The electricity
and mining sectors will be bound by the vagaries
of the weather. Overall consumer demand has
been sluggish and industry players are talking of
the GST-related boost already ebbing. And the
festive season will not come back around until
October-November 2026.

In fact, the IIP grew just 3.3% in the longer
April-November period, the lowest for these
eight months in any of the post-COVID-19 pan-
demic years. The consumer non-durables sector
contracted 1% during this period, showing that
the boost in November is not indicative. That the
strong growth in November is more an anomaly
than a sign of things to come should not come as
a surprise. The Reserve Bank of India, earlier
this month, predicted that growth in Q3 would
slow to 7% from an average of 8% in the first two
quarters. The fourth quarter is predicted to slow
even further, to 6.5%. All of the previous head-
winds still exist. The 50% tariffs by the U.S. are
still in place, private investment remains slug-
gish, foreign capital is pulling out of the country,
the weakening rupee is making imports more ex-
pensive for an import-dependent economy;, real
wages are not growing fast enough, and consum-
er demand remains tepid. Ironically, Novem-
ber’s positive industrial data bring into focus the
headwinds the economy is really facing.

Too good to last

STeT 99 d% e+ & e agd st

. The headwinds facing the economy are not going
away soon ]

SrferaRT & I Hie afaga ufvfRufaar sieg gura
g arelt T8 @

. India’s relatively strong industrial performance in
November 2025, especially driven by the manufacturing
sector as it was, was more likely a flash in the pan than
the start of a consistent trend.
qdaR 2025 T YRA BT U&THT Aolgd SeNfe T2,
faRiwe o fos I fafermtor & g7 Henford o, foreht —imdt
TR &1 X1 & Fol SHfABAR T &fOTd IS g Bt
HHTGT 2T

) The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) grew 6.7%
in November, the fastest growth rate in 25 months.

I AP (IIP) 74aR T 6.7% g, SN 25
I & 999 oo g & 2

. Within this, the manufacturing sector grew 8%,
which also was the fastest in 25 months.

3% iR, fafwfor &= 8% wer1, it fp 25 W= & 9e9 aw
YT
) On the face of it, this would look remarkable and
heartening, especially since October 2025 had seen
growth slow to a 14-month low.

S8 AR R U8 STE-T 3R ST Uelld Bl g,
fa=ive gHfory Fifes Sragar 2025 H 3fG 14-98H & fFaa
R do ¢ g1 7S o
. However, this surge in growth was more likely due to
seasonal and one-off factors.

gTale, 3fa o I8 IoTd Sifimar ATt iR THHRd PRSI
& HRUI B DI FUTaT At
. According to economists, the strongest push for
growth came from sellers re-stocking their supplies
following the festive season.

Sfiedt & SFUR, 3ig & fou Tad Aoigd WioTe «igRt
HITH & I1¢ faohdrsll gRT 30+ Twid &I fhe F WA 3
ST
. The second factor is that the government timed the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) rate reductions to
coincide with the festive season.

TIRT RS T8 ¢ [ TWHR 3 9 Td a1 B (GST) oA A
FHeldt B PR W & 1Y IS 6Tl
o This temporary bump in demand would have further
eroded stock levels, which then need to be replenished.
A B 39 SRR 3BT A Wi TRl BT 3R "eT far g,
S a1g ¥ fihe | WA US|
. In fact, the consumer durables and non-durables
sectors saw growth in November rebounding to 10.3% and

7.3%, a 12-month and 25-month high, respectively.

a8, SuHie Rers ok R-Rers &=t

f 7 Faa” O g HAR: 10.3% 3R 7.3% dF

ISA TS, S AT 12-AEIH 3R 25-Hg1H BT I WR UT|
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The third factor that seems to have worked in November is the bounce back of the mining
sector following two months of contractions due to an unseasonably long monsoon.
FaaR § guTdt fogm ara dRRT FRS @ & &1 a0 7, S SETHNT U § @9 7Y &
FHRUT G W Ft fiRTae & a1 g3 |

The mining sector saw growth come in at a reasonably strong 5.4% in November 2025.
T4ER 2025 F WEH &F H g SU&THd Ao 5.4% 36! |

All of these are legitimate reasons for growth to pick up, but are not sustainable ones.

3 mft 9fg & IR & Y HROTE, Al RRedras T B

The electricity and mining sectors will be bound by the vagaries of the weather.
faerelt ofik W= &= Wiaw @t siffdaane 9 §9 &

Overall consumer demand has been sluggish and industry players are talking of the GST-
related boost already ebbing.

S HAHR ST T Y& @1 ¢ R ITNT S GST A IS WITe- & Ugd &t ge &t
CIREREEE]

And the festive season will not come back around until October—November 2026.

3R T TRIT fagar—-Tda 2026 A% U ¥ gl Smum|

In fact, the IIP grew just 3.3% in the longer April-November period, the lowest for these
eight months in any of the post-COVID-19 pandemic years.

IR ¥, Sid--TdaR afY T IP Had 3.3% g, ol BIfAS-19 HEWRY & §1¢ & aul | 3
3 T H R Ted Ha 2

The consumer non-durables sector contracted 1% during this period, showing that the
boost in November is not indicative.

9 3G & SR SUHITET IR-RH1S; &7 & 1% &1 fR1ae 311E, S gfdl & o5 TdaR &1 331
HHareT® T8l ¢

That the strong growth in November is more an anomaly than a sign of things to come
should not come as a surprise.

g SHYATD -T6] g1 AMGU fb AGER B! A g HA™ & Hhd B IO SHYDBR T
3ATE 5|

The Reserve Bank of India, earlier this month, predicted that growth in Q3 would slow to 7%
from an average of 8% in the first two quarters.

YR Rord 9 3 59 7 31 oai & s/gam @ i Q3 § 3 ugeht &Y famnfaat &
3T 8% & TECHR 7% BT ST |

The fourth quarter is predicted to slow even further, to 6.5%.

N fourdt 7 gfS & 3R it SR 6.5% e BT THA B

All of the prewous headwinds still exist.

ugd ¥ divie gt faodta ufifRufemt s ot it g5 21

The 50% tariffs by the U.S. are still in place, private investment remains sluggish, foreign
capital is pulling out of the country, the weakening rupee is making imports more
expensive for an import-dependent economy, real wages are not growing fast enough,
and consumer demand remains tepid.

SANBT GRT AT W 50% Yoo 3 1} ar] &, el < gea s gon g, fac=ht et o @
HreTa 8 8, FUER giar vuan SmaTd-fR srferawa & forg smara @1 wEm S G B,
IS FoIge! T ool ¥ 181 96 W81 8, SR IuHIFT ATl Hg 1 g5 o

Ironically, November’s positive industrial data bring into focus the headwinds the
economy is really facing.

faSa 1 78 8 fF TaaR & UPRIA® NeNfie sifes 37 aRafd® gHIfaa! &) ISR Hd g,
a1 srfcrawT arad & AT a1 Y81 8
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The India-New Zealand FTA — unlocking growth

t a time when developing and developed
A countries alike are navigating an

increasingly unpredictable global trading
regime, India is at a crossroads, fast emerging as a
resilient player in international trade and as an
increasingly reliable economic partner. The
conclusion of the India-New Zealand Free Trade
Agreement (FTA), announced by Prime Ministers
Narendra Modi and Christopher Luxon on
December 22, 2025, is a clear signal of this
growing confidence. Coming soon after India’s
FTAs with the United Kingdom and Oman, this
agreement reflects a broader global shift toward
diversifying trade partnerships and strengthening
engagement with India. Domestically, the
fast-tracked negotiations concluded within nine
months, reflecting a political will to forge
mutually beneficial global partnerships which
concomitantly further India’s national goals and
its global vision for a just, equitable and
rules-based trading system.

Complementarity without compromise
Primed to be signed early next year, the
India-New Zealand FTA emphasises services and
labour mobility — areas where India enjoys a
clear comparative advantage, but which have
remained underleveraged in trade agreements.
From both sides, there have been firsts, with
India extending duty concessions on apples, and
New Zealand offering India the widest service
access so far, covering sectors such as IT,
education, fintech, telecom, tourism and
construction. There is also a commitment by New
Zealand to invest $20 billion in India over 15
years.

Mobility provisions for skilled professionals in
IT, engineering, health care, and education, and
post-study work opportunities for Indian
students, would increase the competitiveness of
service providers, positioning India as a key
supplier of high- and semi-skilled workforce.
Moreover, amid policy unpredictability in several
advanced economies posing headwinds for

Chandrajit
Banerjee

is Director General,
Confederation of
Indian Industry (Cll)

The free trade
agreement
reflects
confidence

in India as

a resilient player
in international
trade and

also a reliable
economic
partner

skilled mobility, they offer alternatives and
stability for India’s youth and knowledge
workers.

New Zealand has agreed to eliminate duties on
100% of its tariff lines, giving duty-free access to
all Indian exports, while India has offered market
access on 70% of its tariff lines. Benefits could
accrue to India in labour-intensive sectors:
textiles, apparel, leather, engineering goods,
pharmaceuticals and farm products. Also,
duty-free intermediate inputs such as wooden
logs, coking coal, metal waste and scrap would
lower manufacturing costs for final products,
especially in steel, engineering goods and
construction.

Inclusion of an annex on health and traditional
medicine services creates new opportunities for
India’s pharmaceutical and health-care sectors,
giving them an edge over competitors such as
China and the European Union. It would also
reinforce India’s growing role as a global health
partner.

Agriculture, often a sensitive area in trade
negotiations, has been handled with balance. The
FTA envisages value chain development through
knowledge transfers and agri-technology
collaboration on apples, kiwifruit, and honey.
The livelihood of farmers, however, will not stand
compromised since no duty concessions have
been made in dairy, sugar, spices and edible oils.

Challenges in optimal utilisation

Overall bilateral trade, which was approximately
$2.4 billion in 2024-25, is projected to double by
2030, post implementation of the FTA. However,
it must be heeded that the success of any FTA lies
in how it is utilised. In the past, India has
exhibited a low utilisation rate of only about 25%,
as in contrast with developed economies
touching 70%-80%. FTAs often remain underused
due to awareness gaps, compliance challenges,
and non-tariff barriers (NTBs). However, the
India-New Zealand FTA has provisions to address
technical barriers to trade through enhanced

The India-New Zealand FTA — unlocking growth

HRd-Yu

Foilds THAT — AP & gR Fie-r

regulatory cooperation, streamlined customs
procedures and transparency.

Once implemented, the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) recommends optimally
leveraging the trade pact, with business
associations, large enterprises and policymakers
sharing responsibility to build awareness and
developing capabilities to translate the negotiated
benefits into effective market access. They should
also look beyond tariffs and expand services
trade, deepen skills and education linkages, and
leverage mobility and diaspora networks.

A strong foundation exists

The FTA can build on the strong foundations of a
growing middle class, a skilled workforce, and a
reform-driven, innovation-based Indian economy.
It carries elements of global integrated
production and service export growth (India
already ranks among the top five globally), both
of which can propel Indian firms up global value
chains and towards the $7 trillion economy goal
by 2030. Notably, with the India-New Zealand
FTA deal, India has now concluded economic
partnership agreements with all Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
members, except China.

Notwithstanding the modest quantum of
bilateral trade, the significance of the India-New
Zealand FTA lies not just in trade data. Rather, it
marks a coming of age in the way India is viewed
on the world stage. The kind of access in terms of
labour mobility and services that New Zealand is
willing to extend to India, reflects growing
strategic trust from developed economies in
bilateral economic engagements. This is a
particularly welcome development amid India’s
trade talks with other partners, including the
European Union, lending credence to India as a
country with a stable trade policy, and capable of
establishing norms of effective cooperation
through balanced, high-quality agreements that
protect domestic interests while promoting
openness and growth.

e At atime when developing and developed countries alike are navigating an
increasingly unpredictable global trading regime, India is at a crossroads, fast
emerging as a resilient player in international trade and as an increasingly reliable

economic partner.

e faerasiia 3R fawRd ¢x 99 & U § Us deil ¥ uaria afye R saawr 3

I X8 ¥, T Iy H WRA TP Hewyul 7S IR TSI § 3R SfaIgiy

UR ¥ U adid

fearst aur e fagwritg snfife wriierR & ¥u # dsit @ SR W@ 6

o The conclusion of the India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA), announced by
Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and Christopher Luxon on December 22, 2025, is a
clear signal of this growing confidence.
22 fedaR 2025 H guTHEA g WY SR frewe A gRT 9itd URA-—guiids gad
IR JHS (FTA) BT 55T 39 T¢d TATIYNT HT U WY Hdhd 8l

e Coming soon after India’s FTAs with the United Kingdom and Oman, this agreement
reflects a broader global shift toward diversifying trade partnerships and strengthening
engagement with India.

fhTsH 3R U & WY YR & THCIT & gid 91 3111 I8 JHSIIT TR

AReRal & RAfdhewor ik WRa & HTY ST $) Aogd B 31 A0S AT Y B

i g1

o Domestically, the fast-tracked negotiations concluded within nine months, reflecting a
political will to forge mutually beneficial global partnerships which concomitantly
further India’s national goals and its global vision for a just, equitable and rules-based

trading system.

WP TR R, A T & iR aoht A T F1 715 qrait 30 Torifas sorife o gxfd §

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
patrioticias.in

Website :

Page46



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

5 TRER TTveRY Ay argeTival IS S, S 91y € WIRd & PR 983T SR AT,
T 3R frraw-enytid SR vomel & 39 afy® RS0 31 3 S|

Complementarity without compromise

= wwEia & wear

¢ Primed to be signed early next year, the India-New Zealand FTA emphasises services
and labour mobility — areas where India enjoys a clear comparative advantage, but
which have remained underleveraged in trade agreements.
3T 7Y P YT W FEAER & 7 TIR URA-geiids THEIT & Aaraif ok o0
TiferefierdT )R R fear T 8 — 9 & Sef YR B WY oI a1y U 8, dfch e 3@
I$ UTYR JHSNG! | SH ITANT fhar a1 2|

o From both sides, there have been firsts, with India extending duty concessions on
apples, and New Zealand offering India the widest service access so far, covering
sectors such as IT, education, fintech, telecom, tourism and construction.
2 U8l A gl AR U g 2, ol WIRd 3 9 TR Yo RUTad 1 €, 3R <eias 3 o 9%
P I AP a1 Ugd YR $1 21 7, o e, e, fpes, Teftei, wfeq ik
fArfor SY &7 < B

e There is also a commitment by New Zealand to invest $20 billion in India over 15 years.
Ieiias gRT 15 981 7 HRd & $20 ffRram Faw w1 & ufdagar d A 21

o Mobility provisions for skilled professionals in IT, engineering, health care, and
education, and post-study work opportunities for Indian students, would increase the
competitiveness of service providers, positioning India as a key supplier of high- and
semi-skilled workforce.
3T, Foifaf, warea d@HTa N7 g & gxre tRaR) & fag nfa=ftedr wau™, qur
YRAI BT & 0 URe-3e S SR SawR, a1 yerarsit o yfaeauiedsdr sgidi 3R YRd
D! 3@ 9 Af-FIA FRiTd & 1@ UgA myfdddt & U & RIUT B |

e Moreover, amid policy unpredictability in several advanced economies posing
headwinds for skilled mobility, they offer alternatives and stability for India’s youth and
knowledge workers.

UG 3ATa, Fs IAd Adarawraii & Hifawra srAf¥aar & R Hra Afa=itadar & I
I ufaga uiifRufodl & &, 3 uraum™ uRa & garsit ik g1 sl &) fawer oix
fRRA1 veH w1 B

e New Zealand has agreed to eliminate duties on 100% of its tariff lines, giving duty-free
access to all Indian exports, while India has offered market access on 70% of its tariff
lines.
elTets 7 31U 100% SR AT IR Yo T B3 W G 4l 3, ored aft wefta
fratal &) YJew-gad ugT Aol Safes URa 3 Su=t 70% 2w @Tg=l W IR UgY U &
gl

¢ Benefits could accrue to India in labour-intensive sectors: textiles, apparel, leather,
engineering goods, pharmaceuticals and farm products.

HH-YT & & YRA B! A1y i b1 & o, UiRuT, TwsT, Seif-rafe awgy, shuftrar
3R FY I@E|

e Also, duty-free intermediate inputs such as wooden logs, coking coal, metal waste and
scrap would lower manufacturing costs for final products, especially in steel,
engineering goods and construction.

P HfIRad, AHSt & A, DB Bid, YT ST 3R WY S Y[eh-Yad HAT| 37Ye
sifowr Iaurel @t fAmfor amma & v H3, foRy & 9 gurd, geitfafir axgait oiv fAmfor
il

¢ Inclusion of an annex on health and traditional medicine services creates new
opportunities for India’s pharmaceutical and health-care sectors, giving them an edge
over competitors such as China and the European Union.

R 3R URUfYes fafdear Jareil W U ey &1 FAINY HRd & BrHAfgfesa iR
w@aﬁ%mwwhm%mﬁiﬁqﬁv@mwaﬁmm
Fed |
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¢ It would also reinforce India’s growing role as a global health partner.
78 3f¥® wrea yrfieR & U § YR $1 Tgd! YT o f aered o3|

e Agriculture, often a sensitive area in trade negotiations, has been handled with
balance.
PV, S SRR SATUR qratsi § U6 Hde-IRNd & 8! 8, &1 Ve & 1 YT T 5|

o The FTA envisages value chain development through knowledge transfers and agri-
technology collaboration on apples, kiwifruit, and honey.
Ig UHCIT 99, Bidipe 3R Mg W FH giaRvl 3R HIY-Meifiiet TganT & qiem 9
e §@r e &t uREbeT a3

e The livelihood of farmers, however, will not stand compromised since no duty
concessions have been made in dairy, sugar, spices and edible oils.
gTorip, fpaml @Y emeiifaeT T Jwshar 7Y fovar man B, w4ife S, -, Ame 8fik @re
e & S Yoo Rearaa 781 € 7S R

Challenges in optimal utilisation

e Overall bilateral trade, which was approximately $2.4 billion in 2024-25, is projected to

double by 2030, post implementation of the FTA.
& ATAR, S 2024-25 T T $2.4 R o1, FTA 3 Sraf-age & 51 2030 7%

aﬁtﬁn gl T 3AM B

o However, it must be heeded that the success of any FTA lies in how it is utilised.
BT, T8 ST A T RIS ¢ o et ot FTA & el 59 91d I PR el &
IT&T SUANT A faran Sran 3|

¢ Inthe past, India has exhibited a low utilisation rate of only about 25%, as in contrast with
developed economies touching 70%—-80%.

31T H, WIRE A Had AT 25% $1 HH IR & AETS 8, Tai e srdferawig
70%—80% % Ugd g1 g |

o FTAs often remain underused due to awareness gaps, compliance challenges, and non-
tariff barriers (NTBs).

FTA 3RR SRRl B HHI, Sgura- dad geifaat, ok R-ew arensit (NTBs) &
BRI HH STINT H 7§ o1 &

e However, the India-New Zealand FTA has provisions to address technical barriers to trade
through enhanced regulatory cooperation, streamlined customs procedures and
transparency.
gTalfeh, HRA-=geiids FTA & frames Tgait & Jediarvl, wvdiepd Ja1-Yed ufsrarai,
3R URGRIAT & AT ¥ dd-ta! ATUR F1eM3f oI IS HA & Uau™ ¢ |

¢ Once implemented, the Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll) recommends optimally
leveraging the trade pact, with business associations, large enterprises and
policymakers sharing responsibility to build awareness and develop capabilities to
translate the negotiated benefits into effective market access.

& §Ie, HIRAT STRT giEd (ClI) sﬂwaﬂsﬁ?ﬁmﬁwmﬁﬁm
Il &, orgH ATaERI® W9, 9 3™, SR Hifafmfar srrewar qgm ok gmang
ﬁz@aaﬂﬁ?ﬁwﬁ@aﬁﬁm mﬁ?m@%ﬁmwmﬁwﬁrwmﬁm
Sl I

e They should also look beyond tariffs and expand services trade, deepen skills and
education linkages, and leverage mobility and diaspora networks.

3% b A 3 TR AT ATIR T AR I, BRI 3R g Tael o) 7871 3, 3R
TfitedT @ arh Jead &1 oH oM W 0 @ 2 @Ry

A strong foundation exists

TP Helqd YR Hielg 8

e The FTA can build on the strong foundations of a growing middle class, a skilled
workforce, and a reform-driven, innovation-based Indian economy.
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& TS YR WR 3T 9 bl ¢ |

It carries elements of global integrated production and service export growth (India
already ranks among the top five globally), both of which can propel Indian firms up
global value chains and towards the $7 trillion economy goal by 2030.

o7 Ay uHipa Saure SR Jar fafa 3fS & 7 e & (URd ved € e TR W
i urg A B), S U Hufal B afye gea saarsi § S d o1 96d § 9k 2030 96
$7 feferam srdegawut & deg &t 3R SRR IR THd B

Notably, with the India-New Zealand FTA deal, India has now concluded economic
partnership agreements with all Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) members, except China.

IRy U ¥, URA-gellds FTA & T, HRd 7 3@ 99 $ Sred a+ &fig e snffe
TR} (RCEP) Wl & I1Y 3Mfie ATsier THsia Iud o fau g1

Notwithstanding the modest quantum of bilateral trade, the significance of the India-New
Zealand FTA lies not just in trade data.

fguefta R @1 Hifea A & S99, YRA-Eds FTA &1 98 $ad AR B3| ab
i 8 g

Rather, it marks a coming of age in the way India is viewed on the world stage.

gfcws, 78 39 A & uRkuear &1 Addbd <dl &, NS WRd &1 af¥e o9 w 3 s 2|

The kind of access in terms of labour mobility and services that New Zealand is willing to
extend to India, reflects growing strategic trust from developed economies in bilateral
economic engagements.

YeAs gRT YR &1 4¥ Tfaxftear ok Aareit & Yeof § f3ar o arar a8 wR fawhia
rforawTait gRT fgueiy enfife Tgwifiar # ggd Ivrifae fayr™ o) exifar 21

This is a particularly welcome development amid India’s trade talks with other partners,
including the European Union, lending credence to India as a country with a stable trade
policy, and capable of establishing norms of effective cooperation through balanced, high-
quality agreements that protect domestic interests while promoting openness and
growth.

I8 WRIWg 3" 9ied 3= YIfleRI & 91y URd @1 IR qraisi & o9 16 ARy 0 d
WRaary faer 8, off FRR smuR ifd are <3 & ©u & URd 3t faym=aar 1 gegg
BT & 3R T8 faT B b HRa W feal F1 8 Fa g garu 3R fIpry &1 sgrar &
I gferd, S-TuraT GHSdl & J1eIH I YUT WEaRT & AMdS R B & Je |
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Sagarmala board
“approves 4,300-cr.
of maritime loans

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Sagarmala Finance Corpo-
ration announced its foray
into maritime financing
with its board sanctioning
loans of ¥4,300 crore for
disbursement in the cur-
rent fiscal.

Sagarmala Finance Cor-
poration Ltd. (SMFCL) was
inaugurated as India’s first
Non-Banking  Financial
Company (NBFC) in the
maritime sector.

“Including this loan
sanction of ¥4,300 crore
scheduled for the disburse-
ment in the present fiscal
year, the company is aim-
ing to build the loan book
size of 38,000 crore in FY
2025-26, to further streng-
then its position in mari-
time financing,” SMFCL
said in a statement.

The rating assignment
by the major rating agen-
cies is expected shortly

SMFCL is aiming to
build the loan book

size of ¥8,000 cr. in
FY26 to further boost

maritime financing

which will further enhance
in leveraging the borrow-
ing cost, it added.

SMFCL said the ambi-
tious strategy charted by
the company is further
backed by the strong sup-
port and trust shown by
the Ministry of Ports, Ship-
ping and Waterways,
which has designated
SMFCL as the nodal agency
for the setting-up and oper-
ational co-ordination for
flagship Maritime Develop-
ment Fund of 25,000
crore. The fund shall in-
clude Maritime Investment
Fund (MIF) with a corpus
of ¥20,000 crore, and the
Interest  Incentivisation
Fund (IIF), with a corpus of
¥5,000 crore.

9971932488

Sagarmala board approves ¥4,300-cr. of maritime
loans

gmmaﬁé%a,sooﬂs%mwﬁﬁq&

e Sagarmala Finance Corporation Ltd. (SMFCL) was
inaugurated as India’s first Non-Banking Financial Company
(NBFC) in the maritime sector.

e The rating assignment by the major rating agencies is
expected shortly which will further enhance in leveraging the
borrowing cost, it added.

o ST AT 3w ¥ vyt gR1 e srden g g @t
3Iufie ], oo IUTY ANTd & A1 1 3R S@Tr S Yo |

e SMFCL said the ambitious strategy charted by the company
is further backed by the strong support and trust shown by the
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, which has
designated SMFCL as the nodal agency for the setting-up and
operational co-ordination for flagship Maritime Development
Fund of 25,000 crore.

e The fund shall include Maritime Investment Fund (MIF)
with a corpus of 20,000 crore, and the Interest
Incentivisation Fund (lIF), with a corpus of ¥5,000 crore.
T ®IY & 9ggl A% Siw (MIF) i grm, St
20,000 PAS B, 3R SATST WIATE PIV (IIF) M BHTI,

fSraet TR 25,000 FRYS BRFH
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1. | Why do we get headaches?

T4 RRES Il gla1 82

o This artistic concept developed by NASA
based on data from the James Webb Space
Telescope shows the exoplanet PSR J2322-
2650b (left) as it orbits a pulsar (right) emitting
twin radio beams.

o The pulsar’s gravitational pull has
distorted the planet into the shape of a lemon.
Pulsar: A rapidly rotating neutron star that
emits beams of electromagnetic radiation.
e Observed as pulses when the beam

points toward Earth.

t orbit

lemon. How it came to be s a mystery. JWSTAASA
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The bioloaf of a headache

Q: Why do we get
headaches?
A: A headache happens
when tissues in and
around the head that
are sensitive to pain
become irritated or
pushed out of balance. While the brain

tissue itself doesn’t feel pain, structures

nearby such as blood vessels in the
coverings around the brain (the
meninges), nerves that carry sensation
from the face and scalp, muscles in the

neck and jaw, and the sinuses do. When

these tissues are stretched, inflamed,
squeezed or chemically “activated” in
some way, they send signals to the
brainstem and higher brain areas,
which interpret them as pain.

Different headaches start in different
ways. In tension headaches, prolonged
muscle tension and stress-related
changes in pain processing can make
the scalp and neck feel sore and tight.
In migraines, the nervous system
becomes unusually sensitive: brain
networks that regulate sensory input,
blood vessel tone, and pain can shift
into a hyper-responsive state. This can
trigger a cascade involving
inflammatory molecules around nerves
and changes in brainstem circuits,
producing throbbing pain, nausea, and
sensitivity to light or sound. (Scientists
have unearthed many clues about why
the sensitivity increases but they
haven’t determined a single cause yet.)
Dehydration, missed meals, poor sleep,
alcohol, infections, and bright light can
all be triggers for headaches because

Dehydration, missed meals, poor sleep, alcohol,
infections, and bright light can all be triggers for
headaches. USMAN YOUSAF/UNSPLASH

they alter hydration, blood sugar,
hormones and/or immune signals.

Finally, while most headaches are not
dangerous, a sudden and really bad
headache, a headache with fever and
stiff neck, weakness, confusion or one
after a head injury deserves urgent
medical attention.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Why do we get headaches?
§H RRed 1 gia1 872

e Aheadache happens when tissues in and around the head that are sensitive to pain
become irritated or pushed out of balance.

IR RREE a9 81 & 91d RR & 3ieR 3R U & 9 S ol g & Ui Wdg-I=Md gid &,
Jford g1 Ofd € a1 37T Wge fars ST g1

o While the brain tissue itself doesn’t feel pain, structures nearby such as blood vessels in
the coverings around the brain (the meninges), nerves that carry sensation from the face
and scalp, muscles in the neck and jaw, and the sinuses do.

AIRTSH SHa® WA gd HeH Tl Bdl, At 39 SURI &1 WA oy ARKTSh
&1 b arell Wl (AfTsiten) # Yo arfeepd, I8 IR WUt 4 g o o areft 14, 7
3R TS B HIAURAT, TUT HIE o< Heqy Hd o
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When these tissues are stretched, inflamed, squeezed or
chemically “activated” in some way, they send signals to
the brainstem and higher brain areas, which interpret them
as pain.

o8 U HaP Wi oTd §, Y1 914 &, g 8, 1 fobait
RS TP ¥ “Nfha” B S1d §, A1 d SFveH SR
AT & I &1 Bl Tobd Word &, o8 g6 & =T W qael
iG]
Different headaches start in different ways.
S-S YHR & RS SAT-3T I § L& g 5 |
In tension headaches, prolonged muscle tension and
stress-related changes in pain processing can make the
scalp and neck feel sore and tight.

XM 3P H, 79 JHY A g aTa ARG a91a 3R &g TRRGR01 H a9 | S deerd
WIS MR 7T B gdgad SR FHUT g3 o™ I Thd ¢ |
In migraines, the nervous system becomes unusually sensitive: brain networks that
regulate sensory input, blood vessel tone, and pain can shift into a hyper-responsive
state.

HTEIH B, AT oF SR U § Srcafie HaeRiid 8 5l 8 Hadl 39y, Iad
Tifgw1e & T, ok g ! FRIfd w1 arel AT Acad il fafsrarsia srawm o
A I
This can trigger a cascade involving inflammatory molecules around nerves and changes in
brainstem circuits, producing throbbing pain, nausea, and sensitivity to light or sound.
g TG} & ST GEAPTY T3 R STRH Aibed & FaaTd 3 T 4 B 9Hg 3
T 2, R UsHdl g &<, Hael, SiR AN a1 SmaTe ¥ uhy Hdem=ied a2
Scientists have unearthed many clues about why the sensitivity increases but they haven’t
determined a smgle cause yet.

(@QTD! 7 YagTNdd §¢ & B3 Uobd UL 3, A 3t Th YD HIS THHT BRI
ﬁwfﬁ—cr Tt frar mar B1)
Dehydration, missed meals, poor sleep, alcohol, infections, and bright light can all be
triggers for headaches because they alter hydration, blood sugar, hormones and/or
immune signals.

fArstelieur, HisrH Bte1, srqata =g, TRTE, HHH, R an At It RRed & fr &
T&d § i 3 TSR, 08 YR, T, R/ ufaRe Wdbdl & THIfAd Hd § |

Finally, while most headaches are not dangerous, a sudden and really bad headache, a
headache with fever and stiff neck, weakness, confusion or one after a head injury
deserves urgent medical attention.

3R T H 3P & 1Y RS, HERY, YA, T RR # =ie & 918 811 a1e RRee, doprd
Rifraeta W= #) srawgda wad gl
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Defence Ministry inks contracts for procurements for Army and Navy

T WA 3 JT 3R 1 & e Wi srqael wR gxier e
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Defence Ministry inks contracts for
procurements for Army and Navy

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Defence on
Tuesday signed defence
procurement  contracts
worth 34,666 crore for the
acquisition of Close Quar-
ter Battle (CQB) Carbines
for the Indian Army and
Navy and Heavyweight
Torpedoes for the Indian
Navy, in a major push to-
wards modernisation and
operational preparedness
of the armed forces.

The contracts were in-
ked in the presence of De-
fence Secretary Rajesh Ku-
mar Singh at South Block,
New Delhi, officials said.

According to Ministry of
Defence, under the first
contract, over 4.25 lakh
CQB Carbines along with
accessories, valued at
%2,770 crore, will be pro-
cured for the Indian Army
and the Indian Navy from
Bharat Forge Ltd. and PLR
Systems Pvt Ltd. The in-
duction of these indige-
nously manufactured car-
bines marks the

The contracts were inked in the presence of the Defence Secretary
at South Block, New Delhi, on Tuesday. PIB

culmination of a long-
standing effort to replace
legacy small arms with
modern,  high-lethality
weapons in line with the
‘Aatmanirbhar ~ Bharat’
vision.

A decisive advantage

Designed as a key compo-
nent of the modern infan-
try arsenal, the CQB Car-
bine offers a compact
design, high rate of fire and
enhanced lethality, provid-
ing a decisive advantage in
close-combat and con-

fined-space  operations.
The project also under-
scores growing govern-
ment-private sector syner-
gy, strengthening the Make
in India initiative while
boosting  employment,
supporting MSMEs, and
deepening India’s indige-
nous defence manufactur-
ing ecosystem, the Minis-
try added.

The second contract,
valued at approximately
1,896 crore, was signed
with WASS Submarine Sys-
tems S.R.L., Italy for the

procurement and integra-
tion of 48 Heavyweight
Torpedoes along with asso-
ciated equipment for the
Indian Navy’s Kalvari Class
(Project-75) submarines.
The acquisition will signifi-
cantly enhance the combat
capability of the Navy’s six
submarines under the
class.

To begin by 2028
Officials said delivery of
the heavyweight torpedoes
will start from is scheduled
to commence from April
2028 and will be complet-
ed by early 2030.
Equipped with advanced
technological features and
robust operational capabil-
ities, the torpedoes will
strengthen the Navy’s un-
derwater warfare prowess.
In the Financial Year
2025-26, the Ministry of
Defence has so far signed
capital acquisition con-
tracts worth 1,82,492
crore, reflecting a sus-
tained focus on the moder-
nisation and indigenisation
of India’s defence forces.

Defence Ministry inks contracts for procurements for Army and Navy

T&IT HAATerg 7 A1 3R AT & forg wdie srgae ur swar foe

Defence Ministry inks contracts for procurements for Army and Navy

& HATE = BT 3R A1 & o Wl el W gwaner fvy

o The Ministry of Defence on Tuesday signed defence procurement contracts worth ¥4,666
crore for the acquisition of Close Quarter Battle (CQB) Carbines for the Indian Army and
Navy and Heavyweight Torpedoes for the Indian Navy, in a major push towards
modernisation and operational preparedness of the armed forces.

T HATETT - HITAAR B 24,666 RIS P & WG sl TR gEeR fovy, o H Ut |-
3R T & o T PIR 9¢d (CQB) BHIaIS 3R YR ET & U gdide eRdts!
DI Wie AT &, o TR Il & SMYFAPIBR0T 3R HaTe-Terns aarl &1 fo=n o ueh a7
Hea gl

e The contracts were inked in the presence of Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh at
South Block, New Delhi, officials said.

YBT3 Fel o T 3reel A% feeehl & Wey sArd o & AR I $UR Rig o
JufRyfa & fu M|

¢ According to the Ministry of Defence, under the first contract, over 4.25 lakh CQB Carbines

along with accessories, valued at 2,770 crore, will be procured for the Indian Army and the

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page53



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Indian Navy from Bharat Forge Ltd. and PLR Systems Pvt Ltd.

T TEATETT & 3R, USd Y & ded 22,770 HRIS I $I 4.25 A1 W 3if¥I® caB
PIaIg, TP JUBRUN Figd, HRART FT R WRAT AT & T WRd Wisl fafies ¢k
ieaeR e urgde fafies @ wdid) wmeh

The induction of these indigenously manufactured carbines marks the culmination of a

longstanding effort to replace legacy small arms with modern, high-lethality weapons in
line with the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ vision.

3 Wi ¥ u A fiftfa Frafsai @1 dArd R 81 AR & snyfe, 3w aR® &man
I SRART T Fea- & 8 T 31 aRuifd B, o etk URe 2@ & sEu Bl

A decisive advantage

v fAurtgs

ded

A decisive advantage

% fula® sga
Designed as a key component of the modern infantry arsenal, the CQB Carbine has a
compact design, high rate of fire and enhanced lethality, providing a decisive advantage
in close-combat and concerned-space operations.

3T Yed AT & IRATIR & U UHE Ueh & ©U § ST &1 6 cQB Hrafga

fE9Te, 3= oRR o 3R 91 §3 TR &l UaH ol g, off Aviat®! g 3R
Hiftra == ® e § ofae 9gd ot 5l

The project also underscores growing government—private sector synergy, strengthening
the Make in India initiative while boosting employment, supporting MSMEs, and
deepening India’s indigenous defence manufacturing ecosystem, the Ministry added.

AT A Fgl o g uRaIeHT 9dl g8 aRPR-fel & &t TgHTRTar 31 off Xw@ifesd Hrft €,
R A 31 $f¥a1 ugd ) Aol Y B, ISR ol 8, THEATHS &) g9 fiyadr 3
3R YR & w@e=h T&m fafmfor mivfRufos @ & e M 81
The second contract, valued at approximately 1,896 crore, was signed with WASS
Submarine Systems S.R.L., Italy for the procurement and integration of 48 Heavyweight
Torpedoes along with associated equipment for the Indian Navy’s Kalvari Class (Project-
75) submarines.

TATHT 1,896 HRIS Hod BT GORT AJSY Tl BT WASS TEHI Rivetd TH.3MR.TA. &
1Y URHT A1 B Faast Auft (Motee-75) Tgiara & i 48 gdide SRdIs! 3R Jaifta
IJUHIUN Bt VG Td THIHRU g b T
The acquisition will significantly enhance the combat capability of the Navy’s six
submarines under the class.

Tg 31fRrgur 31 Aol o1 A1 ) O UGSl @ g5 &l & HTH! G|

To begin by 2028
2028 | Y 3Td

To begin by 2028

2028 I Y[H3AHTT

Officials said delivery of the heavyweight torpedoes will start from is scheduled to
commence from April 2028 and will be completed by early 2030.

3RIPTRET 7 BT b getae eRdIS) & 3yl arfier 2028 V == &1 arelt § 37k 2030 Y
3T db & B <t S|

Equipped with advanced technological features and robust operational capabilities, the
torpedoes will strengthen the Navy’s underwater warfare prowess.

I dP-ta! faRiuarsil iR Aeigd Jara-Ta® &Edrsi 3 A 3 TRUTS! AT & STawy
Y5 &A1 D! Tolgd H|

In the Financial Year 2025-26, the Ministry of Defence has so far signed capital
acquisition contracts worth ¥1,82,492 crore, reflecting a sustained focus on the
modernisation and indigenisation of India’s defence forces.
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fYors &1 d@r-siar

rackrecord

The Indian Railways must spare no
expense in installing safety features

T he Tatanagar-Ernakulam Express fire ac-

cident in Andhra Pradesh was a major

one, in terms of severity if not the extent
of casualties. Chance, quick thinking and timely
action by railway staff and other agencies as well
as enhanced safety measures adopted by the rail-
ways over time likely contributed to a low toll —
one passenger. That the accident happened in
the train’s air-conditioned (a/c) coaches, howev-
er, points to the need for increased requirements
in these coaches in terms of fire safety and res-
ponse. At around 12.40 a.m. on Monday, as the
train approached Yelamanchili station, a passen-
ger sounded the alarm after apparently noticing a
fire. The use of the emergency chain alerted the
train crew who took the train to the loop line
which had a platform. The train was not sche-
duled to stop at Yelamanchili. This helped pas-
sengers alight safely. The insides of two a/c coach-
es were gutted in the fire that agencies put out in
about two hours.

Over the years, the safety record of the Indian
Railways has improved. The total number of acci-
dents in 2024-25 was down by more than 70%
compared to 10 years ago. Major accidents have,
however, seen ups and downs year on year with-
out an appreciable fall. Fire accidents account for
some 10% to 20% of accidents in a typical year.
Fires are triggered by rolling stock defects and er-
rors on the part of the railways as well as by pas-
sengers who carry inflammable, even explosive
articles. The cause of the Tatanagar-Ernakulam
Express fire is not decisively known as yet and an
inquiry has been ordered. Fire in a/c coaches has
been a cause of concern and the railways has fo-
cused on them for fitment of fire warning and
fighting systems such as portable extinguishers.
The Indian Railways Annual Report & Accounts
2023-24 notes that fire and smoke detection sys-
tems have been fitted in some 20,000 a/c coach-
es; the goal is to fit all a/c coaches, including new
ones, with such systems. The report says that all
a/c as well as non-a/c coaches in passenger trains
have fire extinguishers. Railway authorities say
that the fire alarm system in the Tatanagar-Ernak-
ulam Express coach activated upon detection of
smoke/fire, adding that the coach mechanic, bed-
roll staff and the travelling ticket examiner alert-
ed the passengers and used the fire extinguish-
ers, which helped control the fire. Perhaps fixed
fire extinguishing systems, which can also be
used in electrical fires, can be considered for a/c
coaches in all trains. These activate automatically
in case a fire is detected and douse it completely.
No safety feature is too expensive.

Track record

fYors o1 A@Er-snan

o The Indian Railways must spare no expense in installing safety
features

m%qtmﬁﬂawaysﬁm&ngﬁmaﬁﬁwwﬁﬁ%@mﬂﬁ

The Tatanagar-Ernakulam Express fire accident in Andhra
Pradesh

TS YR H CRTIR-TATGaH TRINNT 3if gefer

e The Tatanagar-Ernakulam Express fire accident in Andhra Pradesh
was a major one, in terms of severity if not the extent of casualties.
3y TSR ¥ TeMTR-TAIG Y Taaus &1 311 gefen wivfivar & foger
TP 91 g1 Y, 4l 81 garedl @ U & da B |

eChance, quick thinking and timely action by railway staff and other
agencies as well as enhanced safety measures adopted by the
railways over time likely contributed to a low toll — one passenger.

Ty, @fa Aol 3k Yad weial g s weift

[ GRT HHY W)
PIRATS, 1Y B THI & 1Y A9 GRT U 7Y aga GI&T SUrdi -
TUId: BH gaTed — TP aT — H AreH fear

e That the accident happened in the train’s air-conditioned (a/c)
coaches, however, points to the need for increased requirements in
these coaches in terms of fire safety and response.

i, T 7 fb gde ¢ & ararggiera (TRR) Fal & g8, 37 Pl
o 3ifyr gRem 3R ufafshar & T o aiftre smazaearsit o1 iR Tdhd
GG

oAt around 12.40 a.m. on Monday, as the train approached
Yelamanchili station, a passenger sounded the alarm after
apparently noticing a fire.

TTHT WHAR I 12.40 I, 579 ¢ STl = & U ugd!, @
TH TET A WY T J 3R GEHR A Soid|

o The use of the emergency chain alerted the train crew who took the
train to the loop line which had a platform.

SATUTARTA A & IUGRT I S TAD & Y g 3R o Bl Wewd ara gy arg— R

SITAT T

e The train was not scheduled to stop at Yelamanchili.
o & qerfaet R FMuffea sgwma =g uni

e This helped passengers alight safely.

e

FTY I I H Aeg et

e The insides of two al/c coaches were gutted in the fire that agencies put out in about two

hours.

ST T & URTt Bl &7 sigeH! fowdl Gt v oTd TR, fory okt 3 eTeT ) e & ggma|
e Over the years, the safety record of the Indian Railways has improved.

Iuf & R YRR ¥aa &1 Y& RPIS 95k gan gl
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The total number of accidents in 2024-25 was down by more than 70% compared to 10
years ago.

2024-25 T G gHeISH ST AAT 10 TTA UgA B g1 & 70% F Hfed w4 |

Maijor accidents have, however, seen ups and downs year on year without an appreciable
fall.

gTal®, gof gHe-ms § ay-c3-ay IaR-IGId <11 141 &, for fandt Ieie-ig fiRtae & |

Fire accidents account for some 10% to 20% of accidents in a typical year.

T Qg ¥ H 3T B geferTd $of gHeTsil BT TIHT 10% & 20% Bt 8

Fires are triggered by rolling stock defects and errors on the part of the railways as well
as by passengers who carry inflammable, even explosive articles.

3T AT Tt Bt @IET, Yo &) Fea, a1 saa-=iid, g1 ao & faewlesd axge o o
I I & R o It

The cause of the Tatanagar-Ernakulam Express fire is not decisively known as yet and an
inquiry has been ordered.

TCTTR-UAip e ToRId # 31 1 HRUT 31+t e fifa w0 d 3ra 7Y © 3R &g & amew
fegme gl

Fire in alc coaches has been a cause of concern and the railways has focused on them for
fitment of fire warning and fighting systems such as portable extinguishers.

TRT Pl § o U i &1 fawa @t ﬁ?iﬂéﬁgﬂﬁwmﬁhaﬁ?wmﬁﬂ
Rivew, S8 Nidaa ARRITS, T IR &F Sied faar g

The Indian Railways Annual Report & Accounts 2023-24 notes that fire and smoke
detection systems have been fitted in some 20,000 a/c coaches; the goal is to fit all alc
coaches, including new ones, with such systems.

YRR Yera arfifes FRuid ud aa 2023-24 & I § 3 ST AR Yaif ugarT worrelt aemr
20,000 TR FYet & @ o g §; e Wl R e, R g e o wnftra © A A
JoTIferdr T & |

The report says that all a/lc as well as non-a/c coaches in passenger trains have fire
extinguishers.

o 7 ser T & 6 e ¢t & et wRlt ok iR-uaht e 7 e Suasy B
Railway authorities say that the fire alarm system in the Tatanagar-Ernakulam Express
coach activated upon detection of smoke/fire, adding that the coach mechanic, bedroll
staff and the travelling ticket examiner alerted the passengers and used the fire
extinguishers, which helped control the fire.

HfRBTRGT FT Hg1 & fb cTeFTR-TATGaH Tat & i H YSiT/SMNT BT IdT avra gt
BRI raTH e aftra 81 T, 3R P AFb®, IS Wk aul 9d fewe udierd =
I B G foaT SR SRS &1 U fara, fory 3T UR H1g ura T |
Perhaps fixed fire extinguishing systems, which can also be used in electrical fires, can
be considered for alc coaches in all trains.

Tyad: R ifrm yonferat, R fagga amn & of Suai fbar o gehar 8, gaft A &
TR S & o R &t S Jehe B

These activate automatically in case a fire is detected and douse it completely.

Y 3T BT UaT Tad gl Tad: Alhd 1 9iet g 3R 39 Tt avg g g |

No safety feature is too expensive.

P1$ off gRem giawr aga wgh T8 gt
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